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Sunday 
8 January 

Monday 
9 January 

Tuesday 
10 January 

Wednesday 
11 January 

Thursday 
12 January 

Friday 
13 January 

Saturday 
14 September 

07:00 – 08:00   BREAKFAST BREAKFAST BREAKFAST BREAKFAST BREAKFAST DEPARTURES 

08:00 – 09:00   
Introductions 

 
Pre-Seminar Test 

Epithelial Tumors 
of the Skin 

Steven Billings, MD 

Perinatal Autopsy 
Anke Scharrer, MD 

Well-Differentiated 
Thyroid Tumors 

Deborah Chute, MD 

C-Cell Derived 
Neoplasia and Other 

Unusual Thyroid 
Tumors    

Deborah Chute, MD 

 

09:00 – 10:00   
Melanocytic Tumors 

Steven Billings, MD 

Squamous 
Neoplasia of the 
Head and Neck 

Deborah Chute, MD 

Orthopedic 
Pathology 

Susanna Lang, MD 

Poorly Differentiated 
Thyroid Tumors 

Deborah Chute, MD 

Fibrohistiocytic 
Tumors 

Steven Billings, MD 
 

10:00 – 10:30   COFFEE BREAK COFFEE BREAK COFFEE BREAK COFFEE BREAK COFFEE BREAK  

 
10:30 – 11:30  

 
Workshop: How to 

Present a Case 
Breast Atypia 
Jordi Rowe, MD 

Orthopedic 
Pathology 

Susanna Lang, MD 

Inflammatory Diseases 
of the Skin Part 1 
Steven Billings, MD 

Spindle Cell Lesions 
of the Breast Part 1 

Jordi Rowe, MD 
 

11:30 – 12:30   
Workshop: 

Case Presentations by Faculty 
to Fellows 

Difficult Lesions on 
Core Biopsy: 

Approach and 
Management 
Jordi Rowe, MD 

Prostate Biopsy 
Reporting 

Martin Susani, MD 

Inflammatory Diseases 
of the Skin Part 2 
Steven Billings, MD 

Spindle Cell Lesions 
of the Breast Part 2 

Jordi Rowe, MD 
 

12:30 – 14:00    LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH  

14:00 – 15:00   

Videoconference: An 
Approach to Frozen 

Section Consultation in 
Surgical Neuropathology 

Richard Prayson, MD 

Workshop 
Fellows’ Case 
Presentations 

Free Afternoon 
Workshop 

Fellows’ Case 
Presentations 

Post-Seminar Test 
Evaluation & Discussion 

 

15:00 – 16:00   

Videoconference:  
Gliomas in the Updated 

WHO Part 1 
Richard Prayson, MD 

  

16:00 – 17:00   

Videoconference:  
Gliomas in the Updated 

WHO Part 2 
Richard Prayson, MD  

  

17:00 – 18:00   
17:00 – 17:15 

OMI/AAF Presentation 
     

18:00 – 19:00  
Faculty Only 
Meeting to 

Review the Week 
    Farewell RECEPTION  

19:00 – 20:00  
19:00 – 19:30  

Welcome 
RECEPTION  

 
19:30 – 20:30  

Welcome DINNER  

DINNER 
DINNER 

Faculty Dinner in 
Private Home 

DINNER DINNER  
Graduation DINNER 
Certificates Awarded 

 

20:00 – 21:00     
20:30 – 21:30  

Chamber Music 
CONCERT 
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Wolfgang Aulitzky, MD is President of the SALZBURG 
Stiftung of the AAF and the Medical Director and member of 
the Executive Board of the American Austrian Foundation New 
York.  
He is Associate Dean for International Medicine and Distance 
Learning, Adjunct Prof. of Clinical Urology and Adjunct Prof. of 
Clinical Reproductive Medicine at Weill Medical College of 
Cornell University/NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital. He is also 
Associate Prof. of Urology at the University of Innsbruck. He is 
a member of many scientific Societies and was awarded the 
Zuckerkandl Prize of the Austrian Society of Urology in 1989. 
He received the Silver Medal (2005) and the Golden Medal of 
Merit of the Republic of Austria 2007. In his position as 
Director of the Medical Program of the American Austrian 
Foundation he initiated the Open Medical Institute, a scientific 
and educational collaboration of Weill Cornell Medical College, 
the Children Hospital of Philadelphia, Duke University Medical 
Center, College of Physicians and Surgeons of Columbia 
University, the Cleveland Clinic and leading hospitals in 
Austria. Dr. Aulitzky was a research associate at the University 
of Uppsala, Sweden and the Rockefeller University, New York. 
He received his training as an urologist at the University of 
Innsbruck and the General Hospital of Salzburg. As a clinician 
he works as Chairman of the Department of Urology at the 
Confraternität-Privatklinik Josefstadt in Vienna. He is the 
author of more than 140 publications on Urology, Andrology 
and Health Care Management and is co-author of many books 
on basic and clinical urology/andrology. 
 
Wolfgang Aulitzky, MD 
Associate Dean for International Medicine & Distance Learning 
Gerhard Andlinger Professor for International Medicine & 
Distance Learning 
Adjunct Professor of Clinical Urology and Clinical Repr. Med.  
at Weill Cornell Medical College/NewYork-Presbyterian 
Hospital 
 
Chairman of the Department of Urology/ Confraternität-
Privatklinik Josefstadt GmbH, Vienna 
 
Director, Medical Program of the American Austrian 
Foundation 
 
Mailing address: c/o AAF 
Kärntner-Str.51/II/Top4 
1010 Vienna 
Austria 
 
Phone: +43-1-5338658-0 
Email: w.aulitzky@openmedicalinstitute.org 
 

 

mailto:w.aulitzky@openmedicalinstitute.org


 
 

 

 
Steven Billings, MD (Course Director) completed his 
pathology residency at Indiana University School of Medicine in 
Indianapolis.  Following residency he completed a fellowship in 
both soft tissue pathology at Emory University and 
dermatopathology at Indiana University.  Upon completion of 
his post graduate studies, he joined the faculty at Indiana 
University School of Medicine, where he practiced for several 
years. In 2007 he joined the faculty at the Cleveland Clinic 
where he serves as co-director of the dermatopathology 
section and also staffs the soft tissue pathology service.  He is 
also a Professor at the Cleveland Clinic Lerner College of 
Medicine. 
His research interests are in dermatopathology and soft tissue 
pathology with a special emphasis on cutaneous soft tissue 
tumors.  He is the author of numerous articles, invited reviews 
and book chapters, as well as a book on inflammatory 
diseases of the skin.  He is a peer reviewer and editorial board 
member for several journals.  He has a strong interest in 
education and gives numerous invited lectures and continuing 
medical education courses. 
 
Steven D. Billings, MD 
Professor of Pathology 
Cleveland Clinic, Lerner College of Medicine 
Co-Director, Dermatopathology Section 
Department of Pathology 
Cleveland Clinic 
9500 Euclid Avenue, L25 
Cleveland, OH 44195 
USA 
 
Phone: +1-216-444-2826 
Email: billins@ccf.org 
 

 



 
 

 

 
Martin Susani, MD (Co-Course Director) was a staff 
member Pathologisch-Bakteriologisches Institut, Allgemeine 
Poliklinik, Vienna from 1977 to1982 and was Head Physician 
from 1983 to1988. Since 1988, Martin Susani has been a 
member of the Department of Clinical Pathology at the Medical 
University of Vienna. He received an Associated Professorship 
in 1995, and from 1991-1998 was Vice Director of the Division 
of Ultrastructural Pathology and Cell Biology. From 1992 to 
2015 he was Vice Chairman Department of the Clinical 
Pathology Medical University of Vienna. He is currently 
Director of Uro-Pathological Service. Martin Susani has his 
main scientific interest in urological pathology, and is a 
member of several national and international scientific 
societies. 
 
Martin Susani, MD 
Associate Professor 
Director of Uro-Pathological Services 
Clinical Department of Pathology 
Medical University of Vienna 
Währinger Gürtel 18-20 
1090 Vienna 
Austria 
 
Email: martin.susani@meduniwien.ac.at 
 

 



 
 

 

 
Deborah J Chute, MD is a surgical pathologist and 
cytopathologist who specializes in Head and Neck Pathology.  
Dr. Chute is the youngest of 4 daughters, and grew up in 
western Pennsylvania.  She completed her medical degree at 
the University of Pennsylvania Perlman School of Medicine, 
and her Anatomic and Clinical Pathology residency at the 
University of Virginia.  She then completed two fellowships, a 
Surgical Pathology Fellowship at Stanford University, and a 
Cytopathology Fellowship at the University of Virginia.   
Dr. Chute is a dedicated teacher, committed to graduate 
medical education.  She is Associate Program Director for the 
Cleveland Clinic Anatomic and Clinical Pathology Residency 
Program, education coordinator for Head and Neck Pathology 
service, and a member of the Cleveland Clinic Graduate 
Medical Education Committee.  She received a Distinguished 
Educator Certificate Level 1, and recently completed the 
Pathology Leadership Academy offered by the Association of 
Pathology Chairs.  She received the 2013 John Beach Hazard 
Teaching Award from the Cleveland Clinic residency program, 
and in 2014 was one of the ASCP’s 40 Under 40 top pathology 
professionals.  She is active nationally with the American 
Society of Cytopathology, and United States and Canadian 
Academy of Pathology, and the North American Society of 
Head and Neck Pathology. 
Dr. Chute is currently Staff Pathologist at the Cleveland Clinic 
and Assistant Professor of Pathology at the Cleveland Clinic 
Lerner College of Medicine.  She lives in Shaker Heights Ohio 
with her husband, Scott Bowlus, and their children, Bailey and 
Luke.  She enjoys spending time with family, playing board 
games, and traveling. 
 

Deborah J Chute, MD 
Assistant Professor of Pathology 
Cleveland Clinic Lerner College of Medicine 
Cleveland Clinic 
9500 Euclid Avenue, L25 
Cleveland OH 44195 
USA 
 
Phone: +1-216-444-0291  
Fax:  +1-216-636-0466  
Email:  chuted@ccf.org 
 

 



 
 

 

 
Susanna Lang, MD has been at the Institute of Clinical 
Pathology of the Medical University of Vienna since 1988. After 
training as a pathologist till 1993, Dr. Lang has been working 
as a general pathologist in this institute.  
Since 1990 Dr. Lang has specialized in orthopedic pathology 
and bone tumors and she has been the Head of the 
Department for Orthopedic-Oncology-Pathology since 1995. 
Dr. Lang is also a reference-pathologist for Austria of the 
international Osteosarcoma-Study-Group COSS/EURAMOS, 
where she is responsible for the primary diagnosis of 
osteosarcomas and the regression grade after chemotherapy. 
In addition, she has specialized in liver pathology for about ten 
years and was part of a working group under Prof. Wrba. Since 
October 2015 she is also the head of gastro- and 
liverpathology. 
Most of Dr. Lang’s research studies are done with the 
University Clinic of Orthopedics with an emphasis on bone 
tumors and tumor-endoprosthesis. 
 
Susanna Lang, MD 
Head of Department 
Department of Pathology 
Medical University of Vienna 
Währinger Guertel 18-20 
1090 Vienna 
Austria 
 
Phone: +43-1-40400-3650 
Fax:  +43-1 40400-5193 
Email:  susanna.lang@meduniwien.ac.at 
 

 



 
 

 

 
Richard Prayson, MD, MEd is an anatomic pathologist who 
specialized in neuropathology.  Dr. Prayson is from Cleveland, 
Ohio (USA) and attended Case Western Reserve University for 
his undergraduate studies, majoring in Biology and English. He 
attended Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine 
and subsequently completed a residency in Anatomic and 
Clinical Pathology. He joined the staff at the Cleveland Clinic in 
1993, where he practiced general pathology along with 
neuropathology. He is currently the Section Head of 
Neuropathology. 
Additionally, Dr. Prayson is a Professor of Pathology at the 
Lerner College of Medicine of Case Western Reserve 
University and serves as Director of Student Affairs for the 
school. He recently completed a Masters in Health Education. 
His research interests have primarily focused on epilepsy 
related pathology and brain tumors. He has published over 400 
papers and has been author and or editor on 14 books. 
 

Richard Prayson, MD, MEd 
Professor of Pathology 
Cleveland Clinic Lerner College of Medicine 
Cleveland Clinic 
9500 Euclid Avenue, L25 
Cleveland OH 44195 
USA 
 
Email:  praysonr@ccf.org 
 

 



 
 

 

 
J. Jordi Rowe, MD is an anatomic pathologist certified by the 
American Board of Pathology in both anatomic and clinical 
pathology with subspecialty training in breast 
pathology, gastrointestinal pathology and soft tissue pathology. 
Dr. Rowe grew up in Canada and trained in medical school in 
the United States at Albany Medical College. She completed 
her residency training at the Medical College of Wisconsin and 
now is on faculty at the Cleveland Clinic. 
  Dr. Rowe is an assistant professor at the Cleveland Clinic 
Learner College of Medicine at the Cleveland Clinic. In addition 
to teaching residents all aspects of breast pathology, Dr. Rowe 
participates in the breast marker service, which evaluates 
estrogen and progesterone receptor status, as well 
as fluorescent in situ hybridization Her2 receptor status, for 
Cleveland Clinic main campus patients as well as for other 
patients in the Cleveland Clinic health system. She is the 
principal investigator of a breast pathology and molecular 
registry, derived to collect and collate data regarding breast 
carcinoma type, subtype, histologic and morphologic features 
as well as molecular findings. Dr. Rowe’s interest in research is 
the overlap of soft tissue and breast pathology diagnoses. 
 
J. Jordi Rowe MD 
Assistant Professor of Pathology 
Cleveland Clinic Learner College of Medicine  
Cleveland Clinic 
9500 Euclid Ave  
Cleveland, Ohio USA 44192 
USA 
 
Phone   +1-216-445-0089 
Email :   rowej@ccf.org 
 

 



 
 

 

 
Anke Scharrer, MD has been working at the Clinical Institut for 
Pathology at the Medical University of Vienna since 1999. She 
finished her residency with a board certification as a specialist 
in pathology in 2007 and has been working as a general 
pathologist in this institute since then.  
Since 2005 Dr. Scharrer has specialized in perinatal, fetal & 
pediatric pathology and had become the head of the working 
group for fetal and pediatric autopsy/perinatal medicine in 
2015.  
She is a member of the Austrian Society of Pre- & Perinatal 
Medicine and in close collaboration with departments of 
obstetrics & gynecology in different hospitals in Austia. 
Dr. Scharrers research studies are done in various fields of 
fetal medicine and in cooperation with different clinics and 
institutes at the medical university of vienna  
In addition, she has specialized in soft tissue tumor pathology 
and is part of a working group under Gabriele Amann, MD. 
 
Anke Scharrer, MD 
Specialist 
Department of Pathology  
Medical University of Vienna 
Währinger Gürtel 18-20 
1090 Vienna 
Austria 
 
Email:  anke.scharrer@meduniwien.ac.at 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

CLEVELAND CLINIC SEMINAR 
in 

SALZBURG 
 
 

"Pathology" 
 

January 8 – January 14, 2017 
 

 
 

FELLOWS 
 



Arnis Abolins, MD, PhD     Latvia
Associate Professor, Specialist
  
Pauls Stradins Clinical University hospital
Department of Pathology
Pilsonu street 13
1002 Riga, Latvia
Phone: +37-1-67069748
Fax: +37-1-67069395
Email 1: arnis.abolins@rsu.lv

Ludmila Akhmaltdinova, MD, PhD     Kazakhstan
Assistant Professor, Attending Physician
  
Karaganda State Medical University
Gogol 40
100000 Karaganda, Kazakhstan
Phone: +77-2-12513897 ext 1203
Email 1: immunol.lab@gmail.com

Ahmet Faruk Arman, MD     Turkey
Resident
  
Ankara University School of Medicine
Department of Pathology
Adnan Saygun Cad.
06100 Ankara, Turkey
Phone: +90-5-054825834
Email 1: faruk.arman@gmail.com
Email 2: faruk.arman@gmail.com



Konstantin Brendel, MD     Austria
Resident
  
Vienna General Hospital - Medical University ofVienna
Department of Pathology
Waehringer Guertel 18-20
1090 Vienna, Austria
Phone: +43-1-4040036500
Fax: +43-1-4040037070
Email 1: alexander-konstantin.brendel@meduniwien.ac.at

Carlos Octavio Castillo, MD     Mexico
Professor, Staff Physician
  
Instituto Mexicano del Seguro social
Department of Pathology
2 Norte
72000 Puebla, Mexico
Phone: +52-2-222424520
Email 1: dr_ccc@hotmail.com
Email 2: carlosoctavio.castillo@upaep.mx

Aida Decaj, MD, MSc     Albania
Specialist
  
University Hospital  "Mother Tereza" , Tirane, Service of
Oncology
Department of Pathology
Rrg "Dibres" NR 371
1001 Tirana, Albania
Phone: +35-5-674109744
Email 1: dragoshi.aida@yahoo.com
Email 2: f_dragoshi@yahoo.com



Lyubomira Dimitrova, MD     Bulgaria
Specialist
  
Uni Hospital
Department of Pathology
100 Georgi Benkovski str.
4500 Panagyurishte, Bulgaria
Phone: +35-9-877304282
Email 1: dr.lyubi@gmail.com

Tihana Dzombeta, MD, PhD     Croatia
Teaching/research/clinical Assistant, Resident
  
School of Medicine, University of Zagreb
Department of Pathology
Salata 10
10000 Zagreb, Croatia
Phone: +38-5-14566978
Email 1: tihana.dzombeta@gmail.com

Ondrej Fabian, MD     Czech Republic
Resident
  
Motol University Hospital
Department of Pathology
V Uvalu 84
15006 Prague 5, Czech Republic
Phone: +42-0-224435645
Email 1: ondrejfabian5@gmail.com



Merima Herac, MD     Austria
  
Medical University of Vienna
Waehringer Guertel 18-20
1090 Vienna, Austria
Phone: +43-1-4040036480
Fax: +43-1-4040037070
Email 1: merima.herac@meduniwien.ac.at

Ildiko Illyes, MD     Hungary
Resident
  
Semmelweis University
Department of Pathology
Ulloi u. 93.
1091 Budapest, Hungary
Phone: +36-3-04993388
Email 1: ildikoillyess@gmail.com

Ljubisa Jovanovic, MD     Serbia
Resident
  
Military Medical Academy
Department of Pathology
Crnotravska 17
381 Belgrade, Serbia
Phone: +38-1-658103486
Email 1: jovanovicljubisa18@gmail.com



Ketevani Kankava, MD     Georgia
Teaching/research/clinical Assistant, Resident
  
N.Kipshidze Central University Clinic
Department of Pathology
33 Vazha-Pshavela ave.
0177 Tbilisi, Georgia
Phone: +99-5-599213668
Email 1: ketikankava@gmail.com

Yervand Karapetyan, MD     Armenia
Specialist
  
Yerevan State Medical University, Heratsi Hospital
Complex
Department of Pathology
Abovyan 60
0025 Yerevan, Armenia
Phone: +37-4-99260951
Email 1: yervandkar@gmail.com

Sherzod Khonkhodjaev, MD     Uzbekistan
Teaching/research/clinical Assistant, Specialist
  
Republic Scientific-Practical Center of Sport Medicine
Department of Dermatology
Almazar street 6
100027 Tashkent, Uzbekistan
Phone: +99-8-901887665
Email 1: sherzod105@mail.ru
Email 2: sherzod105@yandex.ru



Selim Komina, MD     Republic of Macedonia
Teaching/research/clinical Assistant, Specialist
  
Medical Faculty
Department of Pathology
50 Divizija
1000 Skopje, Republic of Macedonia
Phone: +38-9-70807210
Email 1: selim.komina@gmail.com

Christoph Kornauth, MD     Austria
  
Medical University of Vienna
Department of Pathology
Waehringer Guertel 18-20
1090 Vienna, Austria
Phone: +43-1-4040036500
Email 1: christoph.kornauth@meduniwien.ac.at
Email 2: christoph.kornauth@gmail.com

Yulia Korneva, MD, PhD     Russian Federation
Associate Professor, Specialist
  
Smolensk State Medical University
Department of Pathology
Krupskoy 28
214020 Smolensk, Russian Federation
Phone: +79-5-29921014
Email 1: ksu1546@yandex.ru



Natalia Lipskaia, MD     Austria
Resident
  
Hanusch Hospital
Department of Pathology
Heinrich-Collin-Str. 30
1140 Vienna, Austria
Phone: +43-1-9102186442
Email 1: lipskaia@gmx.at

Mykola Lyndin, MD, PhD     Ukraine
Assistant Professor, Specialist
  
Sumy State University
Department of Pathology
Privokzalnaya
40022 Sumy, Ukraine
Phone: +38-0-542250172
Email 1: lyndin_nikolay@ukr.net

Daudi Mshana, MD     Tanzania, United Republic of
Resident
  
Muhimbili University Of Health And Allied Sciences
Department of Pathology
Upanga
255 Dar es salaam, Tanzania, United Republic of
Phone: +25-5-713165617
Email 1: dahamthe1@yahoo.co.uk
Email 2: dahamtheone@gmail.com



Mushfig Orujov, PhD     Azerbaijan
Associate Professor, Specialist
  
Azerbaijan Medical University
Department of Pathology
14, Anvar Gasimzade street
1022 Baku, Azerbaijan
Phone: +99-4-503106548
Fax: +99-4-125973898
Email 1: mushfig.orujov@hotmail.com
Email 2: mushfig.orujov@gmail.com

Ecaterina Pavlovschi, MD     Moldova, Republic of
Assistant Professor
  
State University of Medicine and Pharmacy "Nicolae
Testemitanu"
Department of Pathology
165 Stefan cel Mare Street
2004 Chisinau, Moldova, Republic of
Phone: +37-3-79571092
Email 1: kate_borovic@yahoo.com
Email 2: e.pavlovschi@usmf.md

Sophia Petschnak, MD     Austria
Resident
  
Kaiser-Franz-Josef Krankenhaus Wien
Department of Pathology
Kundratstrasse 3
1100 Vienna, Austria
Email 1: sophia.petschnak@wienkav.at



Lina Poskiene, MD     Lithuania
Teaching/research/clinical Assistant, Specialist
  
Hospital of Lithuanian University of Health Sciences
Kaunas Clinics
Department of Pathology
Eiveniu 2
50161 Kaunas, Lithuania
Phone: +37-0-37787384
Email 1: lina_poskiene@yahoo.com

Zdenek Rohan, MD, PhD     Czech Republic
Resident
  
Thomayer Hospital
Department of Pathology
Videnska 800
14059 Prague, Czech Republic
Phone: +42-2-61083102
Email 1: zdenek.rohan@gmail.com
Email 2: zdenek.rohan@lf1.cuni.cz

Ksenya Shelekhova, MD, PhD     Russian Federation
Associate Professor, Specialist
  
Clinical Research and Practical Center for Specialized
Oncological Care
Department of Pathology
Leningradskaja str, 68a Lit A, Pesochnij
197758 Saint-Petersburg, Russian Federation
Phone: +78-1-25739165
Email 1: ksenshelekhova@gmail.com
Email 2: kshelekhova@mail.ru



Elena Skladana, MD     Slovakia
Instructor, Specialist
  
General Hospital
Department of Pathology
Banicka 28
058 01 Poprad, Slovakia
Phone: +42-1-907451928
Email 1: elenkaq13@gmail.com
Email 2: kvicova@cytopathos.sk

Merima Sofic, MD     Bosnia and Herzegovina
Resident
  
Moja Klinika
Department of Pathology
Kranjceviceva 12
71000 Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina
Phone: +38-7-61343583
Email 1: s-merima@hotmail.com

Alfredo Valero, MD     Mexico
Associate Professor, Specialist
  
Mexican Social Security Institute
Department of Pathology
Cuauhtemoc 330
06720 Mexico City, Mexico
Phone: +52-555627690022350
Email 1: valero_2010@hotmail.com
Email 2: avalerogomez2010@gmail.com



 
• 33 fellows from 29 different countries and regions 
• 7 faculty members from the United States and Austria 
• 20 lectures and 4 workshops given by faculty 
• 30 interesting cases presented by fellows 
• 5 cases selected by faculty to be published in the Online Case Library 

 

 
Steven D. Billings, Co-Director of the Dermatopathology Section at the Department of 
Anatomic Pathology at the Cleveland Clinic and Martin Susani of the Medical 
University of Vienna led this week’s seminar of 33 fellows from 25 different countries 
to meet in Salzburg and learn about the most up to date issues within the field of 
pathology. 

The faculty prepared challenging lectures, which covered a wide range of topics, 
related to different kind of tumors, cancer, and lesions. The lectures were held in the 
mornings, whereas the afternoons were set aside for workshops and leisure. 
Monday’s workshop on how to present a case was followed by exemplary case 
presentations from the faculty to the fellows. On Tuesday and Thursday afternoons 
the fellows had the chance to submit their own cases to the faculty and their fellow 
participants. This provided the unique opportunity to share and discuss special cases 
and problems the participants were facing in their respective countries. This mixture 
of lectures and active participation during the workshops proved to be effective for 
the fellows to improve their knowledge, since the post-seminar test results increased 
by nearly 27% compared to the pre-seminar test results, with some participants 
improving by around 50%. 

On Wednesday afternoon, time was set aside for the participants and faculty 
members to enjoy a free afternoon on the Sound of Music tour. Later in the evening, 
the faculty visited the Augustiner Bräu, an Austrian beer brewery, alongside their 
accompanying family members. All appreciated the weekly chamber music concert 
on Thursday evening. 

Schloss Arenberg provided a cozy and pleasant atmosphere for the participants to 
learn and come together as a group interested in the same goal: becoming the best 
pathologist they could be. 
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SEMINAR DIARY FROM FELLOW 
 

Diary of Arnis Abolins, MD, PhD 
Department of Pathology, Rīga Stradiņš university; Institute of Pathology, 

Pauls Stadins Clinical University hospital, Riga, Latvia 
08.01. – 14.01.2017. 

 
Day 1. Sunday (08.01.2017.): Arrival day. My flight from Frankfurt, Germany 

to Salzburg, Austria, was delayed for 2 hours due to the heavy snowing in Salzburg - 
airplane could not fly to Frankfurt and take us, but 2 hours later I reached Salzburg 
where really was lot of snow and still snowed. From Salzburg Airport I went to the hotel 
by trolleybus Nr.10, which stop is in the front of Airport`s main entrance. There you can 
by Public transport ticket in the ticket machine (one hour ticket costs 2 euros, but in the 
bus 2.60 euros). The way from Airport to Schloss Arenberg is approximately 30 
minutes long so I got a first sights of the city even heavy snowing. The Schloss is 
situated on the top of the hill, with big rock like a wall behind. I get key from the room 
in the fifth floor. At the evening we had the welcome reception with Faculty and all the 
fellows (introduction - what is what and what will be in the next week), but after that 
followed dinner. At the first all we looked a little bit shy, awkward, but quite fast in the 
restaurant everyone was involved in the negotiations, which after the dinner continued 
in the lobby, but due to the next week`s intensive schedule all went in to the bed very 
soon.    

 
Day 2. Monday (09.01.2017.): Test and webinar. A day started with the 

breakfast at the restaurant (1st floor), after that we went to the seminar room (3rd floor) 
where Elisabeth Bourg, Seminar Coordinator of Open Medical Institute, gave us 
general info about the lectures and plans, plus the map with all lectures, which will be 
performed in this week. Plan for the each day practically was the same: 8:00 – 10:00 
lectures, followed by 30 min coffee pause, and then again 2h lectures. Lunch time was 
1h 30min, so approximately 1h you had free time. Then back to the lectures from 14:00 
– 17:00 with 30 min coffee pause in the middle. 

Before all lectures in the 1st day we filled multiple choice test with 30 questions, 
after that Steven Billings, MD, gave advices, tips how to make good presentation 
showed examples together with Jordi Rowe, MD. 

Because at the home was order to prepare one case report with a aim to 
demonstrate it in the front of Faculty and other colleagues, lecturers decided who will 
present their case reports on Tuesday and on Thursday. I was putted in Thursday`s 
group, even by alphabetic order I was first. After the lunch we had 3 hours very exciting 
neuropathology webinar by Richard Prayson, MD, from Department of Anatomic 
Pathology, Section Head, Cleveland, Ohio, USA. Dinner started at 19:00, so free time 
before and after you can employ as you want. Some fellows used it for negotiations 
and table football competitions in the Armenian Lounge in the 5th floor, some went to 
the computer hall, but some checked donated books from Faculty in one of the Schloss 
rooms. I choose to take a rest. 

 
Day 3. Tuesday (10.01.2017.): Sun in Salzburg. After breakfast Steven 

Billings, MD, gave a lecture about epithelial tumours of the skin, but Deborah Chute, 
MD, about squamous neoplasms in the head and neck region. After coffee break Jordi 
Rowe, MD, performed lectures about atypical lesions in the breast and how to 
approach and manage them. All of them were excellent and I was glad that these will 
be very useful in my daily practice. Specially these advices how to find out what is 
what.  

Since this was not may case report day and the first time from arrival when 
heaven in Salzburg was blue and sun was shining, I used free time to visit some of the 



most popular places in Salzburg. In the afternoon`s session the first half of the fellows 
presented their cases which were very different – started with ovary cancer and ended 
with colchicine poisoning. Before presenting the case we all were nervous because 
didn´t know what to expect, especially from Faculty, which was a jury, to choose the 
best presentation. At the end everything was okay and evening ended with 
negotiations at the dinner table. After that night peace. 

 
Day 4. Wednesday (11.01.2017.): Austria. All third day`s lectures were 

performed by Austrian lecturers. Anke Scharrer, MD, started with perinatal autopsy 
lecture, but Susanna Lang, MD, continued with orthopedic pathology, including 
malignant tumours of bone and cartilage. In the coffee pause Faculty with fellows took 
a picture in the front of the Schloss Arenberg. Martin Susani, MD, ended these day`s 
lecture session with prostate biopsy reporting and after lunch we had free afternoon 
(5h) till dinner. I personally enjoyed walking by the river, so after dinner due to the 
heavy tiredness I went to the bed very early.   

 
Day 5. Thursday (12.01.2017.): My day. Deborah Chute, MD, started my 

interested topic in the head and neck region – thyroid tumours. Lectures were 
excellent, detailed. So small details and tips how and what to do in different situations. 
Lot of questions, so it means that all were interested in this topic.  

After coffee pause Faculty changed schedule, so in the place of skin pathology 
by Steven Billings, MD, Jordi Rowe, MD, gave us breast pathology lectures about 
spindle cell lesions, which are not so easy to diagnose. But with some tips, even 
secrets, I will use this information in my daily practice.  

After lunch was my order to present the case report, so I started this session. 
Small stress before, but at the end everything was quite okay. Always you can do 
better, but nice that you can open the audience and let them smile. Due to the fast and 
effective presentation session we had little bit more free time like it was predicted, so I 
took again small walk around the city and enjoyed evening lights on the street.   

Evening part started with dinner, but continued with a chamber music concert. 
A concert was opened by Vera Kooper on piano, when she played F. Chopin ‘’Scherzo 
no.1 in b minor op.20’’, but then Irene Enzlin with cello joined and gave us a wonderful 
and unforgettable concert. Only what you can do after so exciting concert is to enjoy 
rest of the night. 

  
Day 6. Friday (13.01.2017.): Last seminar day. Deborah Chute, MD, after 

unforgettable lecture gave me so much to think about thyroid and parathyroid 
pathologies - what I should change in my routine work, how to manage it much better, 
what I can upgrade? Lot of impressions. After head and neck pathology Steven Billings, 
MD, performed 2 skin pathology lectures about inflammatory diseases of the Skin (Part 
1 and 2), which included lot of diseases, but with specific information, by which you 
can find out what kind of pathology exactly it is.  

Lunch time was used to repeat all lectures which has been given to us in this 
week, because post-seminary test followed to check us what we gained, how 
reasonable was this seminar for each of us. After the post-seminary test was time to 
take a nap and be ready for farewell reception and graduation dinner in American style. 
After some appetizers Faculty gave us diploma, group picture and contact book with 
each of our contact information, picture inside. But then followed surprise of the 
evening. Faculty started to award fellows with highest test points, most progressive 
fellow and 5 best case report authors. They had first chance to take one of the books, 
so very fast disappeared interested theme books, newest and thickest books. After the 
best fellows Faculty raffled next fellow who can take rest of the interested book, so 
finally I got head and neck pathology book from Deborah Chute, MD. Since this was 



the last night with all fellows together, some hours negotiations continued at the hotel 
lobby, but then sleep.  

 
Day 7. Saturday (14.01.2017.): Departure day. Check-out was up to 11:00, so 

I used possibility to sleep till 10:00. After that I made my luggage and on time checked 
out from Schloss Arenberg. Again was snowing, but not so heavy like it was in the first 
day. I took legendary trolleybus Nr.10 to the airport, from which I flew to Frankfurt, and 
after that to Riga.  
 

After that all I want to say big thank, gratitude to AAF, OMI seminar organizers 
for choosing me, for great lectures from Faculty, for unforgettable and unique 
opportunity to understand where I am in the field of pathology. Thank you for exciting, 
detailed, easy understandable lectures, which definitely will be used in my daily 
practice. And of course, thank you for chance to meet people from other countries, to 
share knowledge and to make new friends.  

 
Arnis Abolins 18.01.2017. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



SEMINAR DIARY FROM FELLOW 
 

Diary of Ondrej Fabian, MD 
Department of Pathology and Molecular Medicine, Motol University Hospital, 

Prague, Czech Republic 
8. – 13. 1. 2017 

 
Day 1 (Sunday, 8.1.) 
I arrived shortly after a noon and jumped right from the busy and gray Prague into the 
winter kingdom, called Salzburg. The whole city was covered by a one meter thick 
layer of a snow. When I arrived to the Schloss Arenberg, my feeling of being in the 
fairy tale intensified. The castle is beautiful, monumental and the interior is even 
better. I expected a dormitory, but it was a top luxurious hotel with clean and cosy 
rooms, nice lounges and big flamboyant halls, where our lectures took place. I had a 
quick shower, unpacked my stuff and went to the welcome meeting and a dinner. 
Doctor Aulitzki welcomed us and then we had some time to meet each other. The 
first person I met was a young lady from Slovakia, Elena. And she became my 
closest mate for the whole week. Then our lecturers arrived and we had a first 
opportunity to find out, how pleasant and warm people they are. A dinner was served 
in a form of buffet and I must say, that it fulfilled the criteria of a first class hotel meal. 
Then I went to sleep, I was tired after a long journey and the breakfast started quite 
early, at 7 am.  
 
Day 2 (Monday, 9.1.) 
After the breakfast and short introduction, we started with the test. The same test is 
done at the end of the week and its purpose is to show us, what improvement we 
made during the lectures. I must say, that even if I see this purpose, I didn’t feel 
comfortable with that, because there was around 40 doctors from all over the world, 
some of us were young doctors still in training and some of us skilled pathologists 
after a couple of decades of specialized work. So the test cannot provide an objective 
information about our progress, in my opinion.  
After the test, the first lectures started. Professor Billings provided an excellent 
differential diagnosis of melanocytic tumors of a skin. Clear, straight and very 
practically oriented. After a lunch, we continued with the update in gliomas, in the 
form of videoconference with professor Prayson. It was good, but for me, who knows 
very little about this topic, maybe a little bit too advanced. Then we saw a short 
OMI/AAF promotional presentation and went for a dinner. We spent the rest of the 
day in the lounge and had a really good time. It is funny, that even in the company of 
a people from all over the world, the main (and maybe the only one) topic was an 
alcohol. Types of alcohol (which was vodka only, we are eastern world after all), 
drinking games, drinking stories, drinking fails, etc. At least we didn’t talk about work.  
 
Day 3 (Tuesday, 10.1.) 
On Tuesday, we continued with adnexal tumors of the skin, where I realized, how 
many cases I diagnosed wrong during my short career. Then, we had the first 
opportunity to meet doctor Chute, with squamous neoplasia of a head and neck. She 
was replaced by a doctor Jordie Rowe later, with lectures about breast atypia.   
After the lunch, our time came. The first half of the trainees presented their cases to 
the faculty. Around 15 interesting cases from all over the world were presented to us 
and it was a pleasant and inspiring afternoon.  
 
Day 4 (Wednesday, 11.1.) 
Wednesday was, sadly, the weakest day of the whole week. Dr. Scharrer had a nice 
presentation regarding the fetal autopsy, which is my field of interest as well. Then 



we continued with an orthopedic pathology, specifically bone tumors. These two 
lectures were the weakest, in my opinion, and they didn’t give us too much. The 
morning session ended with Dr. Susani and his useful lecture about prostate grading 
and reporting.   
We had a free time in the afternoon. Many people went to the castle, I decided to 
walk the city. Salzburg center isn’t big, three hours were more than enough for the 
whole city center and I had an opportunity to absorb a winter atmosphere, visit 
numerous shops and buy some souvenirs.  
 
Day 5 (Thursday, 12.1.) 
Thursday was a day of a thyroid gland. Dr. Deborah Chute provided us a 
comprehensive view to the thyroid neoplasms and her lectures were maybe the most 
practically useful ones we heard during the whole week. Papillary and follicular 
neoplasias, as well as parathyroid adenomas and hyperplasias, C-cell hyperplasia 
and medullary carcinoma (that were presented on Friday). These are the lesions, that 
we deal almost each day with. The morning was closed by Dr. Rowe and her spindle 
cell lesions of a breast. Now we all know, how to recognize metaplastic carcinoma, 
phyllodes tumor and fibromatosis.    
We presented the rest of our own cases during the afternoon. The evening was 
special, because we were invited to the classical concert, that took place in the 
lecture hall. Once again, we had a great time.                    
 
Day 6 (Friday, 13.1.) 
Friday started in melancholic mood, because we all knew, that everything draws to 
an end. After Deborah Chute completed her thyroid course, prof. Billings continued 
with his survival package of inflammatory dermatoses. And that was all, we were at 
the end. There was only one unpleasant duty – the second test. We did it in the 
afternoon and then the farewell evening came. It was made in a luxurios style, but 
familiar as well. We were seated in one from the big lecture halls and dinner was 
served in the style of American family, as we were told. Groups of 8 to 10 people 
were sitting at one table and one person served all. For us, it was unusual and 
sometimes a little bit tricky, but we enjoyed that very much. During the evening, the 
faculty announced the best case reports, best test results and we were gifted with the 
free pathological books, group photos and CDs with all lectures, even with audio. 
Very unusual and hearty gesture. We spent the rest of the evening with a glass of 
wine and friendly talk.       
  
Day 7 (Saturday, 14.1.) 
On Saturday, I said farewell to my colleagues (well, better to say friends after the 
week) and jumped on the train back to Prague, my hometown. I must say, that this 
course was one from the best weeks I have ever had in my life. Absolutely perfect 
lectures, even better lecturers, friendly atmosphere, nice people and a locality with 
almost a fairy-tale feel. I would recommend this course to anyone. It doesn’t matter, if 
You are a young pathologist in training like me, or a skilled and experienced 
professional. This place gives You a lot – a huge amount of knowledge for your 
routine work, new contacts, new friends, but mainly, a lifelong feeling, that it was a 
really good decision to participate in this course.   
 
With best regards and thanks 
Ondrej Fabian                 

 
 




