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 Steven M. Altschuler, M.D., is the chief executive officer of The Children’s 

Hospital of Philadelphia, the nation’s oldest hospital dedicated to the care of sick 

children.  Children’s Hospital’s Board of Trustees elected him to his position in April 

2000, after an intensive international search. Prior to assuming this role, he was the 

Physician-in-Chief and the first holder of the Leonard and Madlyn Abramson Endowed 

Chair in Pediatrics at The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, and professor and chair of 

the Department of Pediatrics at the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine.  Dr. 

Altschuler took the reins of the now 516-bed hospital, at the initiation of the greatest 

period of growth in the institution’s 156-year history.  

 

A world leader in patient care, education and research, the multispecialty Children’s 

Hospital provides comprehensive pediatric services, including home care, to children 

from before birth through age 19.  Children’s Hospital is one of only eight pediatric 

hospitals named to U.S. News & World Report’s elite Honor Roll for 2010-11, and 

received the magazine’s highest overall ranking among pediatric hospitals for seven of 

the last eight years.  Home to one of the country’s largest pediatric research programs, 

Children’s Hospital is among the nation’s best-funded pediatric research institutions. It is 

the pediatric teaching site for the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine, 

although it is autonomous medically, administratively and financially. 

 

The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia Care Network includes 29 Primary Care 

practices in Pennsylvania and New Jersey, 10 Specialty Care Centers, Newborn and/or 

Pediatric Care at 10 community hospitals, and Home Care.   

 

 As a clinician, scientific investigator and administrator, Dr. Altschuler came to his 

present position with broad academic health system experience.  During his more than 

two decades at The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, Dr. Altschuler served as a 

physician-investigator, chief of the Division of Gastroenterology, Hepatology and 

Nutrition, and the Hospital’s Physician-in-Chief.  In these roles, he led the development 

of new care delivery models, academic and research support mechanisms, and improved 

physician-hospital administration relationships that fostered growth and enhanced the 

prominence of the Hospital’s clinical, research and educational programs.   

 

  Dr. Altschuler received his B.A. in mathematics and his M.D. from Case Western 

Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio.  His pediatric internship and residency were 

taken at Children’s Hospital Medical Center-Boston, and he completed fellowship 

training in Gastroenterology and Nutrition at The Children's Hospital of Philadelphia and 

the University of  Pennsylvania School of Medicine.  From 1985 to 2000, he was a 

faculty member of the Department of Pediatrics at the University of Pennsylvania School 

of Medicine.  His academic interests were focused in the area of gastrointestinal motility 
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and included the leadership of a large clinical program, an NIH-funded research 

laboratory and a fellowship training program.  He is a frequent guest lecturer locally, 

nationally and internationally, a study section reviewer for the NIH, a scientific journal 

reviewer, and the author or co-author of more than 90 scientific articles, books and 

abstracts.  He is the former editor-in-chief of E-Medicine-Pediatrics and co-editor of two 

medical textbooks.  Currently, Dr. Altschuler serves on the boards of Mead Johnson 

Nutritionals, Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals and the Free Library of Philadelphia, 

University HealthSystem Consortium, The Healthcare Institute, and the GAVI Alliance 

Campaign. 

 

 Dr. Altschuler lives in Center City Philadelphia and Park City, Utah, with his 

wife, Robin.  They have a son and daughter-in-law. 
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