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SALZBURG WEILL CORNELL NEUROSURGERY (SPINE) SEMINAR
September 29 – October 5, 2019


30 fellows from 20 different countries and regions




12 faculty members from the United States, Germany, Italy, Switzerland and Austria
18 lectures given by faculty




Several case presentation sessions given by faculty
Wet Lab at PMU Salzburg (Medtronic, Zeiss)




28 interesting case presentations by fellows
8 excellent case presentations selected by faculty

Faculty Photo (L-R)
Enrico Tessitore, MD, PD; Claudius Thomé, MD (Co-Course Director); Roger Haertl (Course Director)
and Sheeraz Qureshi, MD, MBA
not pictured: Massimo Balsano, MD; Eric Elowitz, MD; Harry H. Gebhard, MD;
Sebastian Hartmann, MD, PhD; Christoph Mehren, MD; Bernhard Meyer, MD; Erik Traupe, MD and
Michael S. Virk, MD, PhD

Group Photo of Faculty and Fellows

2019 Salzburg Weill Cornell Seminar in Neurosurgery (Spine)
Sunday, September 29 - Saturday, October 5, 2019
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

29.09.2019

30.09.2019

01.10.2019

02.10.2019

03.10.2019

04.10.2019

05.10.2019

07:00 08:00

BREAKFAST

BREAKFAST

BREAKFAST

BREAKFAST

BREAKFAST

DEPARTURES

08:00 09:00

Introductions
Pre-Seminar Test

Approaches to the Cervical
Spine: Anterior and
Posterior Techniques

Spinal Deformity Principles

MIS Deformity Correction:
Where Are We?

Massimo Balsano, MD

Michael S. Virk, MD, PhD

Claudius Thomé, MD

09:00 10:00

10:00 10:30

10:30 11:30

11:30 12:30

12:30 14:00

Spinal Surgery and Evidence
Based Outcomes

Total Disc Arthroplasty

Claudius Thomé, MD

Christoph Mehren, MD

COFFEE BREAK

COFFEE BREAK
Spinal Tumors

4th Group: Case
Presentations

Roger Haertl, MD

Enrico Tessitore, MD

All Faculty

Thoraco-Lumbar Spinal
Trauma

ALIF/XLIF/OLIF

Sheeraz Qureshi, MD, MBA

Sheeraz Qureshi, MD, MBA
LUNCH

Cervical Trauma

Basic Instrumentation
Techniques

Enrico Tessitore, MD

Sebastian Hartmann, MD, PhD

13:30 - 15:00

15:00 16:00

LUNCH

15:00 - 15:15

16:00 17:00

Degenerative Lumbar
3 Cadavers:
O-Arm Spinal 3D Navigation Scoliosis: Classification and
Treatment
Microscope Lumbar
Decompression
Massimo Balsano, MD
Microscope and Cervical
COFFEE BREAK
Decompression and Fusion

Minimally Invasive Spinal
Surgery

12:30 - 13:30

14:00 15:00

Cadaver Lab at PMU I

OMI/AAF PRESENTATION

LUNCH

Workshop
Fellows' Case Presentations
All Faculty

COFFEE BREAK

Spinal Endoscopy

Complication Avoidance and
Management in Spinal
Surgery

Erik Traupe, MD

Michael S. Virk, MD, PhD

Spinal Cord Injury:
Pathophysiology and
Treatment/Protection

Quality in Spinal Surgery

Harry H. Gebhard, MD

Eric H. Elowitz, MD

LUNCH

LUNCH

Management of Spinal
Infection
Cadaver Lab at PMU II
(As Above)

Lumbar Degenerative
Disease
When to Decompress and
When to Fuse?
Eric H. Elowitz, MD

Post-Seminar Test
Evaluation & Discussion

Bernhard Meyer, MD

Workshop
Fellows' Case Presentations
All Faculty

17:00 18:00
18:00 19:00

FACULTY MEETING TO
REVIEW THE WEEK

FAREWELL RECEPTION
DINNER

19:00 20:00

DINNER
WELCOME RECEPTION &
DINNER

20:00 21:00

FACULTY DINNER
IN PRIVATE HOME

DINNER

DINNER

GRADUATION DINNER
Certificates Awarded

Saturday
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September 29 – October 5, 2019

FACULTY

Wolfgang Aulitzky, MD is the Medical Director of the
American Austrian Foundation. He is Associate Dean for
International Medicine and Distance Learning, Adjunct Prof. of
Clinical Urology and Adjunct Prof. of Clinical Reproductive
Medicine at the Weill Medical College of Cornell
University/New York Presbyterian Hospital. In 2016, he was
appointed Adjunct Professor of Pediatrics in the Associated
Faculty of the Perelman School of Medicine at the Children’s
Hospital of Philadelphia. He is also Associate Prof. of Urology
at the Medical University of Innsbruck and Visiting Professor
at the Medical University of Vienna. Amongst others he is a
member of the American, German and Austrian Societies of
Urology and was awarded the Zuckerkandlpreis of the
Austrian Society of Urology in 1989. In 1995 he received the
Silver Medal, in 2007 the Golden Medal for Merits to the
Republic of Austria and in 2014 the cross of honor of the Land
Salzburg. As Director of the Medical Program of the American
Austrian Foundation he has initiated the Open Medical
Institute, a scientific and educational collaboration of Weill
Cornell and the NewYork Presbyterian Hospital, the Children
Hospital of Philadelphia, Duke University, Columbia
University, the Cleveland Clinic and leading hospitals in
Austria. Dr. Aulitzky earned his medical degree at the
University of Innsbruck in 1977, was a research associate at
the University of Uppsala, Sweden and the Rockefeller
University, New York. He received his training as an urologist
at the University of Innsbruck and the General Hospital of
Salzburg. He is the author of more than 140 publications on
Urology, Andrology and Health Care issues and is co-author
of books on basic and clinical urology/andrology.
Wolfgang Aulitzky, MD
Director, Open Medical Institute
American Austrian Foundation
Associate Dean and Gerhard Andlinger Professor
for International Medicine & Distance Learning
Adjunct Professor of Clinical Urology
Adjunct Professor of Clinical Reproductive Medicine
Weill Medical College of Cornell University
Adjunct Professor of Pediatrics
Perelman School of Medicine at the Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia
Associate Professor of Urology
Medical University of Innsbruck, Austria
Kärntner Straße 51/II/Top 4
1010 Vienna
Austria
Phone:
Fax:
Email:

+43-1-533-8658
+43-1-533-8658-10
w.aulitzky@openmedicalinstitute.org

Roger Haertl, MD (Course Director) is Professor of
Neurological Surgery and Director of Spinal Surgery at
the Weill Cornell Brain and Spine Center in New York. In
addition, he is the founder and Director of the Weill
Cornell Medicine Center for Comprehensive Spine Care
and serves as the Neurosurgeon for the New York Giants
Football Team. Dr. Haertl's clinical interest focuses on
simple and complex spine surgery, minimally invasive
spinal surgery and computer-assisted spinal navigation
surgery. In order to achieve the very best in patient
outcomes, Dr. Haertl's practice emphasizes an
interdisciplinary approach to disease processes and he
works very closely with other specialists such as
neurologists, pain specialists and physical therapists. Dr.
Haertl has been repeatedly named to the lists of New
York's Super Doctors, America's Top Surgeons, and
America's Best Doctors, and has been included on the list
of New York’s Best Doctors in New York Magazine. He
has authored more 150 scholarly articles in peer reviewed
journals and is the editor of a recent book on minimally
invasive spinal surgery. Dr. Haertl has provided
commentary for numerous television shows on ABC,
NBC, and CBS in addition to national radio shows. His
expertise has been sought through interviews in the New
York Times, The New York Post, The New York Daily
News, and other media outlets.
Roger Haertl, MD
Professor of Neurological Surgery
Director of Spinal Surgery
Director, Weill Cornell Medicine Center for
Comprehensive Spine Care
Department of Neurological Surgery
Weill Cornell Medical College
525 East 68th Street, Box 99
New York, NY 10065
USA
Phone:
Fax:
Email:

+1-212-746-2152
+1-212-746-8947
roger@hartlmd.net

Claudius Thomé, MD (Co-Course Director) completed
his medical education at the Ludwig-MaximilianUniversitaet Munich, Germany and at Stanford University
School of Medicine, Stanford/Ca., USA followed by his
residency in the Department of Neurosurgery, University
of Heidelberg, Campus Mannheim (Chairman: Prof. Dr. P.
Schmiedek) (1995-2001). He completed several
fellowships: 2nd Institute of Physiology, University of
Heidelberg; Dept. of Orthopedics, Klinikum KarlsbadLangensteinbach; Department of Neurosurgery, Barrow
Neurological Institute, Phoenix, USA; and, Department of
Neurosurgery, Mayfield Clinic, University of Cincinnati,
USA. His thesis was entitled “Evidence-based spine
surgery: Evaluation of new surgical techniques using
randomized studies” (2005). Dr. Thomé’s surgical
specialties are: cerebrovascular surgery, skull base
surgery and complex spine surgery, and his main
research
fields
are:
cerebrovascular
diseases,
neuromonitoring in brain injury (TBI, SAH) as well as
evidence-based and minimally invasive spine surgery and
regenerative medicine in spinal disease. After serving as
Professor and Vice-Chairman at the Dept. of
Neurosurgery, University of Heidelberg, Campus
Mannheim from 2007 to 2009, he was appointed Full
Professor and Chairman of the Dept. of Neurosurgery,
Medical University Innsbruck, Austria in 2010. Dr. Thomé
has served several years as chairman of the Spine
Section of the German Society of Neurosurgery and is
past-president of the Austrian Spine Society. He currently
serves as board member of the Austrian Society of
Neurosurgery, the German Spine Society and AO Spine
Europe. Dr. Thomé’s commitments in the societies focus
on education as training delegate of Austria in the
European Association of Neurosurgical Societies and as
member of the education committee of the German Spine
Society and the Spine Society of Europe.
Claudius Thomé, MD
Professor
Director and Chairman
Department of Neurosurgery
Medical University of Innsbruck
Anichstrasse 35
6020 Innsbruck
Austria
Phone:
Fax:
Email:

+43-512-504-27452
+43-512-504-27453
claudius.thome@tirol-kliniken.at

Massimo Balsano, MD is an orthopedic spinal surgeon. He
was born in Padova, Italy and graduated from University of
Padova in 1983, the second oldest Italian University and a
leader in the field of Italian medicine. Dr. Balsano continued to
complete his residency at the Orthopedic School of Padova,
where he focused on spinal pathologies. Dr. Balsano’s area of
interest is spinal deformities and traumatology. After becoming
an assistant physician in the Scoliosis Section of the
University of Padova’s Orthopedic Clinic in 1989, he began
performing surgery, specializing in different spinal pathologies,
which included adult and child deformities, failed-back
syndrome, and herniated disc and traumatology. Dr. Balsano
completed another residency at the Minnesota Spine
Foundation of Minneapolis, Minnesota in 1994. He also has
spent time at various other institutions within the United States
and Europe, including the Spine Institute for Special Surgery
of Louisville, Kentucky; the Atlantic Orthopaedic Specialists of
Virgina Beach, Virginia; the Spine Centre of KarlsbadLangensteinbach, Germany; and the Hospital Pitie’Salpetriere
of Paris, France. Since 2000, Dr. Balsano has been Chief of
the Orthopedic Department of the Hosptial of Thiene
(Vicenza), Italy. In 2003, he was also appointed Chief of
another orthopedic hospital in Schio, Vicenza, Italy, which, in
February 2005 started its Regional Spinal Surgery
Department, becoming the first Italian hospital in the northeast to have a spinal center. He has also been appointed
Professor of Spinal Pathology at the University of Verona. Dr.
Balsano has presented many publications at important
international and national spinal pathology meetings and is a
peer reviewer of many spinal journals, such as European
Spine Journal, Spine Deformity Journal, Spine Arthroplasty
Society Journal, and Journal of Orthopedics and
Traumatology. In 2010, Dr. Balsano was chosen as the Spine
Center and Fellowship officer of AOSpine Europe Board. In
his time as a physician, Dr. Balsano has performed an
estimated 5000 spinal surgical operations, including
deformities, degenerative conditions, cervical pathologies,
traumatology, and cervical and lumbar herniated discs. His
main interests lie in spinal deformities, degenerative
conditions of the spine and minimal invasive spinal surgery.
Massimo Balsano, MD
Chief of the Orthopedic Department
Centro Medico Thienese srl.
Monte Grappa, Civico 6
36016 Thiene (VI)
Italy
Email:

massimo.balsano@gmail.com

Eric Elowitz, MD is a neurosurgeon specializing in minimally
invasive spinal surgery for the treatment of degenerative
spinal disorders including herniated cervical and lumbar discs
and spinal stenosis. Dr. Elowitz grew up in Queens, New York
and continued his studies in New York City. He obtained his
medical degree from State University of New York (SUNY) Downstate Medical College in 1986, with Summa Cum Laude
honors. He received his neurosurgical training also at SUNY
Downstate in Brooklyn, completing his Chief Residency in
1993. He joined the Beth Israel Medical Center staff in 1993
and was later appointed Director of Neurosurgery. In 2010, Dr.
Elowitz joined the Spine Center in the Department of
Neurological
Surgery
at
Weill-Cornell
Medical
College/NewYork Presbyterian Hospital. Dr. Elowitz has
presented many scientific papers at national neurosurgery
meetings and in 1998 received the Young Investigator Award
from the Joint Section on Tumors of the American Association
of Neurological Surgeons. The main focus of his research
interests is in outcome studies relating to minimally invasive
spine surgery. Dr. Elowitz is currently Vice-Chairman for
Quality and Patient Safety at Weill Cornell Medical
College/NewYork Presbyterian Hospital, Department of
Neurosurgery, where he is also an Associate Professor. He
resides in Manhattan with his wife, Barbara, who is a
radiologist, and their son, Jake.
Eric Elowitz, MD
Department of Neurological Surgery
Weill Cornell Medical College - NYPH
Starr Building, Room 651
525 East 68th Street, Box 99
New York, New York 10065
USA
Phone:
Email:

+1-212-746-2870
ere2006@med.cornell.edu

Harry H. Gebhard, MD is an orthopedic and trauma surgeon
who specializes in spine care. He grew up in southern
Germany and graduated from Medical School in Munich. He
underwent residency training at the Universities of Munich and
Tuebingen, accompanied by a two-year Neurosurgery
Fellowship at Cornell University in New York. Dr. Gebhard`s
research interests include, amongst others, tissueengineering, clinical studies and patient registries. During his
Fellowship in the U.S., a tissue-engineered composite disc
was developed and successfully tested in vivo. Radiological
studies to determine disc-aging are under way, with very
interesting preliminary results. Outcome data from broad
registries will hopefully lead to a sufficient quality insurance of
therapeutic procedures and a better understanding of
conventional and interventional modalities. He was therefore
acknowledged with numerous distinguished awards in his field
and has published significant science in top ranked peer
reviewed journals over the years. Dr. Gebhard is heavily
involved in educational programs ever since he was a student.
This lead to online learning tools early on, e.g. in radiology,
and surgical training courses on specimen as well as latest
patient simulators in trauma and spine care. Dr. Gebhard is
currently working in Switzerland helping to develop an
interdisciplinary spine clinic in three Hospitals. He also was
involved in the inauguration of the first AOSpine Past Fellow
Alumni Association and is currently chairing the referring
steering committee. Its intention is to enhance mentoring and
to encourage young motivated spine therapists to actively
advance their field.
Harry H. Gebhard, MD
Department of Surgery
Kantonsspital Baden AG
Im Ergel 1
5404 Baden (AG)
Switzerland
Phone:
Fax:
Email:

+41-56-486-28-78
+41-56-486-21-11
+41-56-486-26-29
harry.gebhard@gmail.com

Sebastian Hartmann, MD, PhD serves as junior faculty with a
focus on spine in the Dept. of Neurosurgery at the Medical
University Innsbruck. Since med school and during his
residency starting in 2011 his research interests include
biomechanical investigations of the cervical spine with special
focus on corpectomy procedures as well as clinical studies on
instrumented and complex spine surgery. In 2016 he finished
his PhD thesis “Biomechanical testing of circumferential
instrumentation after multilevel cervical corpectomy“ and also
completed his board examination. With a grant award of the
Austrian Spine Society he realized a fellowship at the Ilizarov
Spine Center in Kurgan/Russia. Dr. Hartmann was appointed
associate professor in 2018 and started as attending in the
Dept. of Neurosurgery at the Medical University Innsbruck. Dr
Hartmann obtained grants from the Austrian Spine Society,
the Tyrolean Research Grant (TWF), the German Society of
Neurosurgery (DGNC) and the Medical Research Fund of
Tirol (MFF). His special interests include deformity surgery,
spinal tumor surgery and minimally invasive techniques. Dr.
Hartmann lives in Silz near Innsbruck with his wife Stefanie,
and their Children Florine and Marie. In the end of November,
they are expecting their third girl.
Sebastian Hartmann, MD, PhD
Consultant
Department of Neurosurgery
Medical University of Innsbruck
Anichstrasse 35
6020 Innsbruck
Austria
Phone:
Fax:
Email:

+43-676-40-369-20
+43-512-504-27453
sebastian.hartmann@i-med.ac.at

Christoph Mehren, MD is an orthopaedic surgeon and
specialises in the surgical treatment of spinal diseases. Dr.
Mehren was born and raised in Munich. He began his studies
of medicine at the LMU Munich and graduated at the TU
Munich. He completed almost the entire training as a spine
surgeon at the Spine Center of the Schön Klinik München
Harlaching under the direction of Prof. Michael Mayer, Dr.
Andreas Korge and Prof. Rudolf Beisse. After his
specialisation, he founded the Spine Centre Starnberger See
at the Artemed Clinic in Tutzing and then returned to the
Schön Klinik München Harlaching as head of department in
2012. The operative spectrum covers the entire spine from
cervical spine to pelvis, from endoscopic discectomy to
operative therapy of early onset scolioses. The use and
clinical results of cervical total disc replacement are of primary
scientific importance. He is currently an active member of the
German Spine Society, the European Spine Society and the
AO Spine. He lives with his wife and three children in Munich.
Christoph Mehren, MD
Spine Center
Schön Klinik München Harlaching
Harlachinger Strasse 51
81547 Munich
Germany
Phone:
Fax:
Email:

+49-89-6211-2009
+49-89-6211-2012
cmehren@schoen-klinik.de

Bernhard Meyer, MD was born in 1962 and trained in Italy
and the US as well as his native Germany before starting his
internship in Neurosurgery at the University of Tubingen. He
completed his residency in 1995 within the Neurosurgical
Department at the University of Bonn, where he stayed for
over ten years, ending his time there as Associate Professor.
In 2006, he was appointed Full Professor of Neurosurgery and
Chairman of the Neurosurgical Department at the Technical
University of Munich. In addition to his role as Chair of the
EANS Spine Section, Bernhard holds a number of other
positions with scientific societies. He is currently President of
the Germany Academy of Neurosurgery (DANC) and Vice
President of the International Group for the Advancement of
Spinal Surgery (IGASS). He also sits on the editorial board or
acts as reviewer for over 20 Journals. In addition to Spinal
Neurosurgery,
his clinical/scientific
interests
include
Neurooncology and the Neurovascular field.
Bernhard Meyer, MD
Chairman/Professor of Neurosurgery
Department of Neurosurgery
Technical University of Munich
Klinikum rechts der Isar
Ismaninger Strasse 22
81675 Munich
Germany
Phone:
Fax:
Email:

+49-89-4140-2151
+49-89-4140-4889
daytona3@me.com

Sheeraz Qureshi, MD, MBA is an Associate Attending
Orthopedic Surgeon at Hospital for Special Surgery and
Associate Professor of Orthopedic Surgery at Weill
Cornell Medical College. He is also the Patty and Jay
Baker Chair in Minimally Invasive Spine Surgery. He is a
founding member and treasurer of the Minimally Invasive
Spine Study Group (MISSG). Dr. Qureshi is a recognized
leader and one of the premier surgeons in the field of
minimally invasive and motion sparing spine surgery. He
served as the Chief of Minimally Invasive Spine Surgery
and the Associate Director of the Spine Center at Mount
Sinai Hospital prior to joining HSS. Dr. Qureshi has one of
the busiest clinical practices in the country, performing
nearly 300 minimally invasive spine surgeries annually. In
2019, he was named the Patty and Jay Baker Chair in
Minimally Invasive Spine Surgery at HSS. Dr. Qureshi's
major research interests include outcomes related to
minimally invasive spine surgery, cost-effectiveness and
value of spinal surgery procedures, and comparative
effectiveness of various treatments of spinal pathology.
He has authored over 100 articles, book chapters, and
text books. He helps design innovative surgical
technology with the leading spinal implant companies in
the world. An acclaimed speaker and educator, Dr.
Qureshi has given over 100 invited lectures around the
world. He has also contributed his surgical videos for
surgeon education around the world. Dr. Qureshi has
trained fellows nationally and internationally. He has spine
surgeons who have visited his operating room to learn the
newest techniques in minimally invasive spine surgery
from China, Korea, Japan, Australia, England, Thailand,
Singapore, Australia, and India. Dr. Qureshi received his
undergraduate degree from Rutgers University and his
medical degree from Tufts University School of Medicine.
While in medical school, he also earned an MBA in health
administration. Dr. Qureshi completed his orthopedic
surgery residency at Mount Sinai Hospital in New York
City and then received advanced training in complex
spine surgery under Dr. Henry Bohlman in Cleveland,
Ohio. Additionally, Dr. Qureshi completed the Cervical
Spine Research Society's Traveling Fellowship.
Sheeraz Qureshi, MD, MBA
Patty and Jay Baker Endowed Chair
Minimally Invasive Spine Surgery
Hospital for Special Surgery
Associate Professor, Orthopaedic Surgery
Weill Cornell Medical College
541 East 71st Street
New York, NY 10021
USA
Phone:
Fax:
Email:

+1-212-606-1585
+1-917-260-3185
qureshis@hss.edu

Enrico Tessitore, MD, PD has graduated at Second
University of Naples (Italy) in 1996 and he has completed
his neurosurgical residency in 2001 at the same
University. He has been working in Geneva since October
2001, first as chief resident and then as a Staff Member.
Now he serves as Deputy Chairman and he is the opinion
leader for spine surgery in the same Unit. Given his
interest on spinal tumors, he has been appointed Vice
Director of Geneva HUG Cancer Center. He has focused
his clinical and scientific interest on spine surgery. He has
published more than 60 papers on peer-reviewed
journals, especially on spinal topics. His clinical research
focuses on cervical myelopathy and robotic spine surgery.
He has obtained the academic title of Privat Docent (PD)
of the University of Geneva in July 2012. He’s involved in
pre and post-graduate teaching at the Faculty of Medicine
of Geneva. He is also involved in post-graduate teaching
at European level (EANS, AO Spine, Eurospine), often
organizing and leading cadaver labs for teaching spinal
technologies. He is member of Eurospine EduCom board.
He has been invited as speaker and chairman at several
National and International Congresses. He has operated
on more than 4000 patients, mainly for spinal pathologies
(traumatic, tumoral and degenerative). He has developed
special skills and competences in surgical procedures as:
surgery at cranio-vertebral junction, robotic spine surgery,
adult deformity surgery, and minimally invasive surgery.
Enrico Tessitore, MD, PD
Spinal Neurosurgeon
Vice-Chairman Neurosurgical Unit
Vice-Director Cancer Center
Geneva University Hospitals
Rue Gabrielle Perret Genril 4
1211 Geneva 14
Switzerland
Phone:
Fax:
Email:

+41-223-728-212/ +41+795-533-787
+41-223-728-220
enrico.Tessitore@hcuge.ch

Erik Traupe, MD is a leading Spine Surgeon at the
WolfartKlinik Munich, Germany. He specializes in
neurosurgery, spine surgery, peripheral nerve surgery, neuro
oncology and neuro critical care. His main focus is on
endoscopic spine surgery through both the transforaminal and
in- terlaminar access as well as endoscopic medial and lateral
branch nerve denervation for pain therapy. Dr. Traupe is
internationally recognized as an instructor, lecturer and
educator of endoscopic spine surgery techniques. He is a
member of both the German Society of Neurosurgery (DGNC)
and German Spine Society (DWG) and of the North American
Spine Society (NASS) where he has been invited to lecture on
endoscopic spine surgery topics on numerous occasions.
Erik Traupe, MD
WolfartKlinik
Munich
Waldstrasse 7
82166 Gräfelfing
Germany
Email:

e.traupe@icloud.com
e.traupe@vodafone.de

Michael S. Virk, MD, PhD
TBD
Michael S. Virk, MD, PhD
Assistant Professor of Neurological Surgery
Weill Cornell Medicine
Center for Comprehensive Spine Care
240 East 59th Street, 2nd Floor
New York, NY 10022
USA
Email:

miv2010@med.cornell.edu
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Mihail Andronic, MD
State University of Medicine and Pharmacy “Nicolae Testemiţanu”
Department of Neurosurgery
Toma Ciorba 1
2070 Chisinau
Moldova
neurosurgeryandronicmihail@yahoo.com

Igor Antoci
State University of Medicine and Pharmacy “Nicolae Testemiţanu”
Department of Neurosurgery
N. Testemitanu 29
MD-2025 Chisinau
Moldova
antociigor1989@gmail.com

Ekaterina Balkhanova, MD
FSBI "Federal Neurosurgical Center" Novosibirsk, Russia
Department of Neurosurgery
Nemirovich-Danchenko Street
630087 Novosibirsk
Russian Federation
balkkatya@yandex.ru

Marcel Bezer, MD
State University of Medicine and Pharmacy “Nicolae Testemiţanu”
Department of Neurosurgery
N. Testemitanu 29
MD2025 Chișinău, Moldova
Moldova
bezermarcel@gmail.com

Niculescu Bogdan, MD, PhD
Targu Jiu Emergency Hospital County
Department of Orthopaedic Surgery
Tudor Vladimirescu Street
201153 Targu Jiu
Romania
bogdanniculescu78@yahoo.com

https://portal.openmedicalinstitute.org/report/fellow_booklets
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Manuchehr Davlatov, MD
TSMU Avicenna
Department of Neurosurgery
Ismoili Somoni 59
734026 Dushanbe,Tajikistan
Tajikistan
manuchehrdoctor@gmail.com

Jan Dobrovolny, MD
University Hospital of Brno
Department of Neurological Surgery
Jihlavska 20
62500 Brno
Czech Republic
honza.dobrovolny@seznam.cz

Almir Dzurlic, MD
Clinical Center University of Sarajevo
Department of Neurosurgery
Bolnicka 25
71000 Sarajevo
Bosnia and Herzegovina
almir_dz86@hotmail.com

Carlos Guerrero Rascon, MD
Mexican Institute of Social Insurance
Department of Neurological Surgery
1935 Avenida Camelinas Colonia Electricista
58290 Morelia
Mexico
carlosgro.rascon@gmail.com

Hayk Harutyunyan, MD
Hospital Complex N1 Heratsi of YSMU
Department of Neurological Surgery
58 Abovyan Street
0025 Yerevan
Armenia
dr.hayk.harutyunyan@gmail.com

Leanid Hlazkin
Mogilev Regional Children`s Hospital
Department of Orthopaedic Surgery
Biruli, 9
212026 Mogilev
Belarus
glazkinl@gmail.com

https://portal.openmedicalinstitute.org/report/fellow_booklets
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Andelo Kastelancic, MD
University Hospital Dubrava
Department of Neurosurgery
Avenija Gojka Suska 6
10000 Zagreb
Croatia
andjelo.kastelancic@gmail.com

Gulmira Madiyeva, MD
The West Kazakhstan State Medical University named after Marat
Ospanov
Department of Neurosurgery
Patsayev 7
D02G3K5 Aktubinsk
Kazakhstan
madieyva2589@mail.ru

Micun Micunovic, MD
St. Erazmo's Hospital
Department of Neurosurgery
Goce Delcev bb
6000 Ohrid, Macedonia
North Macedonia
micunmicunovic@yahoo.com

Vugar Mirzaliyev, MD
Central Clinical Hospital
Department of Neurosurgery
Parlament Avenue 76
1006 Baku
Azerbaijan
dr.vuqar@hotmail.com

Gilraed Mota Garcia, MD
Instituto Mexicano del Serguro Socia Umea 189
Department of Neurological Surgery
Cuauhtemoc Sin Numero
91897 Veracruz
Mexico
gilraed@gmail.com

Zaur Mugutdinov, MD
Segezha District Hospital
Department of Orthopaedic Surgery
Mira 38
186420 Segezha, Republic of Karelia
Russian Federation
zaur53@mail.ru

https://portal.openmedicalinstitute.org/report/fellow_booklets
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Srdjan Nikolovski, MD
Clinical Centre of Serbia
Department of Pediatrics
8 Dr Subotica Street
11000 Belgrade
Serbia
srdjannikolovski@gmail.com

Roza Nurzhanova, MD, PhD
National Medical University
Department of Neurology
Tole Bi 94
050000 Almaty
Kazakhstan
alt-93@mail.ru

Darko Oreskovic, MD
University Hospital Dubrava
Department of Neurosurgery
Avenija Gojka Suska 6
10000 Zagreb
Croatia
darkoreskov@gmail.com

Sakina Rashid, MD
Kilimanjaro Christian Medical University College
Department of Surgery
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SEMINAR DIARY FROM FELLOW
Ekaterina Balkhanova, MD
FSBI “Federal Neurosurgical Center”
Novosibirsk, Russian Federation
September 29 – October 5, 2019

September 29, Sunday. I arrived to Salzburg by train in the late evening, coming from Vienna. It was a
long trip but I enjoyed it. The taxi driver was nice and from my way to Schloss Arenberg I got a little
Salzburg tour. Then I saw Schloss Arenberg, it is a beautiful residence, where kind and polite people
work. At the reception I filled out some formal papers and went up-stairs to my nice and comfortable
room.
September 30, Monday. At 8 o’clock, Stephanie Faschang welcomed us to the seminar, and introduced
the agenda. Then we had a pre-seminar test. I thought, that this was a great idea, which helps us to
recognize the level of our knowledge before and after the course. After that Dr. Claudius Thomé and
Dr. Roger Haertl, the course directors, told us the essentials of spinal surgery, and Dr. Qureshi and Dr.
Tessitore gave us the pearls of surgical treatment of cervical and thoraco-lumbar trauma. We also
enjoyed the coffee-break, lunch and the group photo with the faculty. After dinner I went to my room
to do some work and then I went for a walk with my colleagues along the riverside.
October 1, Tuesday. The second seminar day was also fascinating. All the faculty members and
participants shared their own tricks and methods in the surgical treatment of different pathologies.
We had a discussion about decompression and fusion. After lunch some of the participants presented
their clinical cases, which was interesting to listen to. After dinner we enjoyed the city.
October 2, Wednesday. All the participants were waiting for that day, because it was a great
opportunity for us to learn new practical techniques. The wet-lab is a dream for young neurosurgeons
like me, and the most important part is a teacher, who can explain difficult things in simple words. My
day started with transpedicular fixation of lumbar spine with O-arm and navigation system. Then, we
performed decompression of spinal canal, which is called over the top and we put a couple of screws
in C1-C2.
October 3, Thursday. The day started with a cup of coffee in the amazing restaurant, which is located
on the first floor of Schloss Arenberg. Afterwards we heard interesting lectures about the advantages
of endoscopic care for lumbar spine by Dr. Eric Traupe. Then there was a lecture about the
management of spinal infections. Nowadays this topic is very actual, because of the growing amount
of such cases, and an absence of guidelines. So it is great to know how neurosurgeons in Germany
treat it. Dr. Harry H. Gebhard told us about spinal cord injury, it was a very interesting lecture. In the
evening, we had an amazing chamber concert, and really felt like being in Austria, where music is

everywhere. That was an excellent seminar, with the brilliant organisation. My level of knowledge
improved by attending these great lectures and of course I am going to apply the new techniques in
my clinical practice. Thanks to the team of the AAF.
Ekaterina Balkhanova, MD (Russian Federation)

SEMINAR DIARY FROM FELLOW
Carlos Guerrero Rascon, MD
Mexican Institute of Social Insurance
Morelia, Mexico
September 29 – October 5, 2019

September 28, Saturday. I arrived at Mozart Airport in Salzburg. It was a typical day of nice Austrian
weather in fall. After a long trip of a 24 hours plus flight from my hometown called Morelia, with two
connections between Mexico City and Frankfurt. When I wanted to pick up my luggage, I was surprised
that my suitcase was lost, that started my trip with a special touch. After I took a cab to Schloss
Arenberg, I arrived at an establishment situated in the middle of the wilderness far from the noise of
the city, which irradiates a peace of mind with no match. At the lobby the personnel was very kind and
as I went through the halls I got inspired by the peculiar art work. While this astonishing view went
through my eyes I entered to my room which had a sober an neat taste like everything else I couldn´t
wait to rest.
September 29, Sunday. During the free day, I took the chance to recover from the jet lag so I relaxed
the whole day. I slept, read and enjoyed a walk in the property and walked downtown, enjoying the
street view and the landscape of the mountains, which seem to be taken out of a fairytale. Also I visited
the Mozart Museum, where I got to know more about this austrian genius. Around 7 pm, Wolfgang
Aulitzky, MD (Medical Director of the AAF), and Prof. Roger Haertl, MD (Course Director) gave the
inauguration speech addressing that our group was 700th seminar, that the AAF has organized so far.
So I felt very proud to be part of it.
September 30, Monday. That morning, the course started with an introduction of Ms Stephanie
Faschang as the Host, as well as the pre test, of which everyone was concerned about but after all
everything went smoothly. It was then when the adventure started with the first talk by Professor
Claudius Thomé, MD about Spine Surgery and Evidence Based Outcomes, which was shortly
interrupted by a morning blizzard that striked the windows, giving everyone a beautiful glimpse of the
falling leaves of autumn. The day went on with Professor Roger Haertl, MD giving a fascinating
explanation of the principles and advantages of the MISS, presenting questions of distraction familiar
to the city, culture, films and desserts. Once his talk was finished we took the official photograph, that
took place in the garden in front of the building. After that we continued with Professor Sheeraz
Qureshi, MD, who illustrated the management of Thoraco-lumbar fracutures, showing his vast
experience. Later we continued with Professor Enrico Tessitore, MD who gave a speech about the
details of cervical fractures as well as the Spinal Skull Joint and subaxial, giving the breefings of the
classifications and management suggestions. In the afternoon, we listened to Ms Stephanie Faschang,
who spoke about the AAF, giving a briefing, explaining the criteria and how to collaborate and to
participate in observer programs. We finished the day talking and getting to know the other colleagues
at dinner enjoying a delightful menu.

October 1, Tuesday. The day started with a clear blue sky and Professor Claudius Thomé, MD started
with a talk about the approaches to the cervical spine giving the breefings on the anterior and posterior
approach. Followed by Professor Christoph Mehren, MD with the topic of total disc artroplasty
showing his experience in the lumbar and cervical spine. Then it was Professor Enrico Tessitore, MD´s
turn to talk about spinal tumors detailing metastasis and some other types of tumor extra e intradural.
After that Professor Sheeraz Quereshi, MD gave us the complications in ALIF and the indications of
OLIF and XLIF apporaches. Then we had lunch and after that we continued with the basic
instrumentation techniques in the cervical thoracic and lumbar spine presented by Sebastian
Hartmann, MD. Later 15 fellows presented their clinical case experiences, which were enriched by the
comments of the professors in the session. In the evening we went to have dinner and had nice
conversation with friends.
October 2, Wednesday. We started the day with low temperature, it was raining constantly and a light
autumn wind, that forced most of us to wear warmer clothes. The first group got prepared to get out
of the lobby and commute really early to the Paracelsus University to perform our practices on a
corpse; the practices were distributed in 4 stations that were composed by : 1) Clinical Cases, 2) O Arm
Spinal 3D Navigation, 3) Microscope Lumbar Decompression and 4) Microscope and Cervical
Decompression; by the way, the facility was amazing with the latest and greatest equipment and
technology, we worked with a O Arm System, two Pentero microscopes, and a Tubular System for the
Lumbar, and a Midas Rex System, a suction equipment, and 3 corps specimens perfectly prepared,
which made our practical knowledge in surgical techniques very fruitful and was enriched by the
magnificent professors, who taught us literally their own surgical methods and gave us all kinds of
safety advices. We got the support from Karl Zeiss and Medtronic Personnel as well as the
management personnel from the AAF. All of this made a unique once in a lifetime experience. We got
out of the University and it was still raining and cold outside so we headed to the Schloss Arenberg
facilities in order to enjoy the rest of the day with a short walk around the beautiful city of Salzburg. A
fun fact was, that my luggage just came today, which made my day almost pristine because I´m still
missing my family to make it perfect.
October 3, Thursday. With a cold day we initiated this morning with Professor Massimo Balsano, MD
who spoke in a clear brief way how to manage scoliosis, right after Professor Erik Traupé, MD talked
about posterolateral approach in spinal endoscopy. The lecture was continued by a talk about spinal
cord injury presented by Harry H Gebhard, MD. The last talk was given by Professor Bernard Meyer,
MD who spoke about spinal infections. Later that day we enjoyed a concert that included three
fabulous piano, violin and cello pieces, that adorned the night and that received standing ovations
from all the audience ending with a toast to celebrate another day sharing experiences beetween
fellows.
October 4, Friday. Last day a cloudy sky, cold wind and a cheerful enviroment for being here for the
last day of the seminar. Michael S. Virk, MD was in charge of the MISS talk and Professor Eric H. Elowitz,
MD for the quality in spinal surgery. They were the ones in charge of the ending of this magnificent
seminar. Then we just made the final test. I want to thank all the persons involved in this project and
who were responsible for my attendance to this major event in my country (AMSA Principals and IMSS
Principals) as well as the people that conform the American Austrian Foundation for opening the
knowledge doors to so many of us, who desire to overcome themselves academically to make our
patients´s quality of life better, and last but not least I want to thank all members of the Faculty, who
gave their best and also giving away their time and knowledge in a selfless way. Thank you and see you
soon.
Carlos Guerrero Rascon, MD (Mexico)

SEMINAR DIARY FROM FELLOW
Sakina Rashid, MD
Kilimanjaro Christian Medical University College
Moshi, Tanzania
September 29 – October 5, 2019

September 29, Sunday. I couldn’t have asked for a more scenic start to this trip. My journey started
from the foothills of Mount Kilimanjaro just as the sun was rising and it was just a few hours before
sunset, when my connecting flight crossed the Austrian Alps to land at Salzburg International Airport.
After the short bus ride from the Airport to the Schloss, the pleasant receptionist quickly took me
through some formalities and I was able join the welcome dinner. I felt a little out of place at first as
most of the fellows were neurosurgeons or orthopedic surgeons in training and I would only begin my
first year of neurosurgery residency in January next year. However, everyone was quite pleasant and
the reception dinner promised to be the start to an exciting week.
September 30, Monday. The day began with a pre-seminar test which made me even more aware of
my limited experience in the field of spine surgery. I just had to remind myself that there was a week
of lectures coming up which were meant to teach and train us about the points brought up in the test.
All four of the lectures, which followed were quite interesting. Dr. Claudius Thome`s talk on evidencebased medicine was the first one. I was quite reassured when he mentioned that the Faculty is aware
that most of us come from practices where modern neurosurgical techniques have not been
introduced due to various reasons and that quite a bit of the content may be new to us. For me, Prof.
Haertl’s talk was to be my highlight of the entire week. I had the honor of being in the audience during
November last year in Dar es Salaam, when he lectured about Minimally Invasive Spine Surgery and
building a Neurosurgical Department. The first time had me in awe and this time was no different. Dr.
Sheeraz Qureshi’s talk was especially impressive; I will definitely be reading up more about the concept
of damage control spine surgery and the application of Minimally Invasive Surgery in spine trauma
patients. Dr. Enrico Tessitore´s lecture about cervical trauma was the last one of the day, as this was
the third consecutive lecture, I honestly thought I would find my concentration wavering however the
content kept me awake. Cervical spine trauma is the most commonly encountered in our spine injury
patient’s back home and I learnt a tremendous amount from his talk. It also made me more eager than
I already was for the cadaver session on Wednesday. We had our afternoon off and I spent the rest of
the day talking a long walk around the beautiful city.
October 1, Tuesday. We kicked off the morning with talks from Dr. Claudius Thomé and Dr. Christoph
Mehren regarding different surgical techniques relating to spine pathology. I really enjoyed how they
both shared their experiences and I am especially lucky to be able to attend these talks prior to starting
my neurosurgical training. Dr. Enrico Tessitore´s lecture about spinal tumors held special interest for
me as my center back home has only recently inaugurated an Oncology Department. Prior to this we
had to refer every oncology patient to a different city for treatment, however now we are able to

manage a significant proportion of pathology. We concluded the day’s activities with case
presentations from the fellows. I think I speak for everyone when I say that the case of a successfully
performed hemicorpectomy was the most unique presentation from the podium today.
October 2, Wednesday. I had been allocated to the afternoon group for the hands-on cadaver session
so the morning was off. I spent some time reviewing the work and reading a bit about the procedures
we were going to practice later during the day. A late morning hike around the hill north of the Schloss
was also quite refreshing and the views of the city were beautiful. The cadaver session was quite
interesting. We had to the opportunity to work with some of the latest technology and try our hands
at cutting edge techniques. The case presentation session with Dr. Michael S. Virk was an added
rotation; while not exactly hands-on, it was nice to see how a spine case should ideally be approached,
worked up and managed. The afternoon had also been a nice chance to get to know some of the
fellows better. Working closely in groups gave us a chance to share more about where we come from
and a bit about our cultures as well.
October 3, Thursday. I was going to be presenting my case study today so I did wake up a little nervous.
The morning started off with interesting spine deformity lectures from Dr. Massimo Balsano. We were
very lucky indeed to have this opportunity as he has been practicing since before most of us fellows
were born! He elaborated on the evolution of techniques in the management of spine deformities and
there was much to learn. There was a lot to gain from Dr. Traupe’s shared experience about endoscopic
surgery. It was quite inspiring to hear about how he approached the challenges he faced while teaching
himself this technique. Dr. Meyer’s discussion about infections in the spine was also quite relevant to
my practice as Pott’s disease is fairly common in Tanzania. The case presentations which followed were
quite impressive and I was glad that my talk was received well by the audience. The day ended with a
chamber music concert which gave me a chance to experience a different aspect of European culture.
October 4, Friday. Dr. Virk and Dr. Elowitz walked us through today’s presentation. I realized the
importance of pre-op planning and assessing patients fully before putting them through surgery. These
were recurrent themes during most of the topics and served to highlight how crucial these aspects are.
The last talk of the seminar by Dr. Elowitz about quality in spinal surgery was a nice way to end the
week. I was glad to have learned an incredible amount about spine surgery over the past few days and
will look back on this week quite fondly. I certainly hope that in the future I have the opportunity to
work with and learn from the faculty and fellows. Once I am back home, I will definitely recommend
this seminar to my colleagues.
Sakina Rashid, MD (Tanzania)

