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a Program of the 



 7 faculty, 6 OSF staff members and 34 fellows from 14 different countries and regions 

 11 lectures, 2 panel discussions, 1 performance lecture given by Alina Serban and several 

interesting case presentations by fellows  
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2019 Salzburg OMI Seminar in Roma Health 
Sunday 24 March – Saturday 30 March 2019 

 
Sunday 
24 March 

Monday 
25 March 

Tuesday 
26 March 

Wednesday 
27 March 

Thursday 
28 March 

Friday 
29 March 

Saturday 
30 March 

07:00 – 08:45  BREAKFAST BREAKFAST BREAKFAST BREAKFAST BREAKFAST DEPARTURES 

09:00 – 10:00  
Introduction 
Marek Szilvasi 
Maja Saitovic 

Human Migration and 
NCDs 

Charles Agyemang 

On Ethnicity and 
Different Treatment 
in Harm Reduction 

Marian Ursan 

On Genetic Determinism 
and Roma Susceptibility 

to NCDs 
Roza Adany 

On Social Accountability 
and Legal Empowerment 

Borjan Pavlovski 
Zoran Bikovski 

 
Discussion 

Denise Tomasini-Joshi 
Mariana Berbec-Rostas 

 

10:00 – 10:30  COFFEE BREAK COFFEE BREAK COFFEE BREAK COFFEE BREAK COFFEE BREAK  

10:30 – 12:00  

Challenges to Human 
Rights-Based Public 

Health 
Dineke Zeegers-Paget 

Roma Health and EU 
Policy Advocacy 
Sascha Marschang 

On Environmental 
Justice and Roma 

Richard Filcak 

On Ethnically 
Disaggregated Data and 

Social Science Research in 
Public Health  
Iulius Rostas 

Public Policies and the 
Health of Roma 

Communities – Lessons 
Learned by Romanian 

Authorities 
Daniel Radulescu 

 

12:00 – 12:30  Discussion Discussion Discussion Discussion Discussion  

12:30 – 14:00  LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH  

14:00 – 15:30  

Health Mediation vs. 
Community Advocacy: 

From an Ameliorative to a 
Transformative Approach 

in Overcoming Roma 
Health Inequities 

Manuel Garcia Ramirez 

On Narrative Change 
and Ethnic Health 

Inequities 
Brett Davidson 

Katarzyna Pabijanek 

Free Afternoon 

On Roma in Medical 
Professions 

Panel Discussion 

On Health Mediation and 
Outreach Professions 

Panel Discussion 
 

15:30 – 16:00  COFFEE BREAK COFFEE BREAK COFFEE BREAK COFFEE BREAK  

16:00 – 17:30 

 
Performative Lecture 

Alina Serban 

Workshop 
Fellows´ Case Presentations 

Workshop 
Fellows’ Case Presentations 

Evaluation & Discussion 
Marek Szilvasi 

 

17:30 – 18:00 
Discussion & Closing 

Remarks 
Discussion & Closing 

Remarks 
  

18:00 – 19:00 
Faculty Only 
Meeting to 

Review the Week 
    FAREWELL RECEPTION  

19:00 – 20:00 
WELCOME 

RECEPTION & 
DINNER 

DINNER DINNER DINNER DINNER 
GRADUATION DINNER 

Certificates Awarded 
 

20:00 – 21:00    
20:30 – 21:30 

CHAMBER MUSIC 
CONCERT 
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Wolfgang Aulitzky, MD is the Medical Director of the 
American Austrian Foundation. He is Associate Dean for 
International Medicine and Distance Learning, Adjunct Prof. of 
Clinical Urology and Adjunct Prof. of Clinical Reproductive 
Medicine at the Weill Medical College of Cornell 
University/New York Presbyterian Hospital. In 2016, he was 
appointed Adjunct Professor of Pediatrics in the Associated 
Faculty of the Perelman School of Medicine at the Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia. He is also Associate Prof. of Urology 
at the Medical University of Innsbruck and Visiting Professor 
at the Medical University of Vienna. Amongst others he is a 
member of the American, German and Austrian Societies of 
Urology and was awarded the Zuckerkandlpreis of the 
Austrian Society of Urology in 1989. In 1995 he received the 
Silver Medal, in 2007 the Golden Medal for Merits to the 
Republic of Austria and in 2014 the cross of honor of the Land 
Salzburg. As Director of the Medical Program of the American 
Austrian Foundation he has initiated the Open Medical 
Institute, a scientific and educational collaboration of Weill 
Cornell and the NewYork Presbyterian Hospital, the Children 
Hospital of Philadelphia, Duke University, Columbia 
University, the Cleveland Clinic and leading hospitals in 
Austria. Dr. Aulitzky earned his medical degree at the 
University of Innsbruck in 1977, was a research associate at 
the University of Uppsala, Sweden and the Rockefeller 
University, New York. He received his training as an urologist 
at the University of Innsbruck and the General Hospital of 
Salzburg. He is the author of more than 140 publications on 
Urology, Andrology and Health Care issues and is co-author 
of books on basic and clinical urology/andrology. 
 

Wolfgang Aulitzky, MD 
 

Director, Open Medical Institute 
American Austrian Foundation 
 

Associate Dean and Gerhard Andlinger Professor 
for International Medicine & Distance Learning 
Adjunct Professor of Clinical Urology 
Adjunct Professor of Clinical Reproductive Medicine 
Weill Medical College of Cornell University 
 

Adjunct Professor of Pediatrics 
Perelman School of Medicine at the Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia 
 

Associate Professor of Urology 
Medical University of Innsbruck, Austria 
 
 

Kärntner Straße 51/II/Top 4 
1010 Vienna 
Austria 
 

Phone: +43-1-533-8658 
Fax: +43-1-533-8658-10 
Email: w.aulitzky@openmedicalinstitute.org 
 



 

 

 

 
Marek Szilvasi (Course Director) is a Program Officer with 
the Public Health Program of the Open Society Foundations, 
where he focuses on ethnicity and health equality and Roma 
health. He has more than ten years of professional experience 
in developing and implementing social justice and anti-
discrimination advocacy, research, education and awareness-
raising campaigns, and public litigation support strategies 
targeting national and international authorities across Europe. 
Marek has worked on policy change in the areas of public 
health, environmental justice, access to education, housing, 
criminal justice, migration and free movement, access to 
identity documents, and placement of children in care 
systems. He supported development and advocated for 
implementation of more than 15 discriminations (national and 
international jurisdiction) cases. Marek been a lecturer in 
sociology and philosophy at universities in the Czech 
Republic, Hungary, and Slovakia, and a visiting researcher at 
universities in Croatia, India, and Italy. In 2017, he was 
awarded the Martin Alexandersson Research Scholarship of 
the Raoul Wallenberg Institute and the CAS-SEE/University of 
Rijeka Fellowship for his work on environmental justice and 
access to water for Roma in Europe. He holds a PhD in 
sociology from the University of Aberdeen, United Kingdom, 
where the Centre for Citizenship, Civil Society, and Rule of 
Law sponsored his research on contradictions of European 
inclusion policies. Dr Szilvasi’s most recent publications can 
be accessed online. 
 
Marek Szilvasi 
Program Officer 
Health Law and Equality Division 
Public Health Program 
Open Society Foundations 
Orbi Tower, Thomas Klestil Platz 13 
1030 Vienna 
Austria 
 
Phone:  +49-174-4029726 
Email:   marek.szilvasi@opensocietyfoundations.org  
 



 

 

 

 
Roza Adany (Faculty) is a medical doctor having 
specialization in the field of preventive medicine and public 
health. She is Professor of public health at the University of 
Debrecen, Hungary, founding Dean of the Faculty of Public 
Health, leader of the Public Health Research Group funded by 
the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, head of the WHO 
Collaborating Centre on Vulnerability and Health, President of 
the Public Health Genomics Section of the European Public 
Health Association. She also acts as president of the 
Hungarian Association of Public Health Training and Research 
Institutes, chief editor of the journal ‘Népegészségügy’ (Public 
Health), editorial member of the European Journal of Public 
Health, associate editor of the Frontiers in Public Health 
journal, Vice-Chair of the European Advisory Committee on 
Health Research for WHO European Region. She was 
chairperson of the Association of Schools of Public Health in 
the European Region (ASPHER) between 2001-2003. Her 
scientific research in the past decades achieved international 
significance regarding the identification of susceptibility 
biomarkers of neoplastic and cardiovascular diseases; 
investigation of the structure and causes of premature 
mortality in Europe especially among Roma; and evaluation of 
interventions aiming at the improved efficiency of prevention. 
The number of her scientific publications is 345 with a 
cumulative impact factor more than 490, her studies have 
been cited more than 6000 times in the international literature. 
She contributed as expert adviser to the development of the 
revised version of the Health for All and the draft of the Health 
2020 strategies of the WHO Europe. She received several 
prestigious Hungarian and international awards in 
acknowledgement of her work like the “For Hungarian Higher 
Education” medal, Széchenyi fellowship, Szent-Györgyi Albert 
prize, Semmelweis prize, Hőgyes Endre prize, Szilárd Leó 
fellowship, Pro Urbe award of the city of Debrecen, “Award for 
Budapest” and the “Distinguished Scientist Award” of the 
Japanese Society for the Promotion of Science.  
 
Roza Adany 
Professor of Public Health 
Leader of the Public Health Research Group of the Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences  
Head of the WHO Collaborating Centre on Vulnerability and 
Health 
Department of Preventive Medicine  
Faculty of Public Health 
University of Debrecen 
Kassai Str 26 
4028 Debrecen 
Hungary 
 
Phone: +36-52-512-764/+36-30-9676-558 
Email: adany.roza@sph.unideb.hu 
 



 

 

 

 
Charles Agyemang (Faculty) is a Professor of Global 
Migration, Ethnicity and Health at Amsterdam University 
Medical Centres, University of Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands. His research is focused on ethnicity, 
migration and health and NCDs in low- and middle-income 
countries. He is the director of the RODAM Study 
http://www.rod-am.eu. Prof. Agyemang is a fellow of the 
prestigious European Research Council (ERC) under the 
Consolidation Award programme; and is currently the Vice 
President of the Migrant Health section of the European 
Public Health Association. He is an Associate Editor for 
Internal and Emergency Medicine and BMC Public Health, 
and serves as an Editorial Board member for several 
journals. He was member of the WHO taskforce on NCDs 
in Migrants and also as a member and rapporteur of the 
Planning Committee for WHO Global Consultation on 
Migrant Health. Prof. Agyemang has authored/co-
authored over 250 published papers, and edited several 
books.  
 
Charles Agyemang 
Professor of Global Migration, Ethnicity and Health 
Amsterdam University Medical Centres 
University of Amsterdam 
P.O. Box 19268 
1000 Amsterdam 
The Netherlands 
 
Email: c.o.agyemang@amc.uva.nl 
 



 

 

 

 
Daniel Radulescu (Faculty), PhD in Sociology, 42 years old, 
is a Roma expert who specialized in the field of public policies 
for Roma health and social inclusion. Founder member of 
Sastipen-Roma Centre for Health Policies, Dr. Radulescu 
grew up in Braila, a small town from Romania and completed 
his undergraduate studies in Bucharest. He graduated from 
Bucharest University - Sociology and Social Work Faculty and 
completed his PhD in sociology at Doctoral School within the 
National School of Political and Administrative Studies from 
Bucharest. Also he has graduated the master in public policies 
for development and ha has graduated different training 
courses in the field of advocacy, training of trainers, methods 
and techniques of sociological research, community 
development and human rights. Dr. Radulescu's research 
interests include Roma health status, the impact of the health 
mediators’ activity in the benefit of Roma Communities, the 
impact of the public policies at the local/national level 
addressed to the Roma social inclusion process and 
identifying the lessons learned at EU and national level in the 
field of socio-economic inclusion of Roma. Recent publications 
include a review of health mediator program implemented in 
Romania, the impact of public policies for Roma in health 
implemented in Romania, equal opportunities in health area 
and access of Roma to the health care services. Dr. Daniel 
Radulescu is currently the President of National Agency for 
Roma, a specialized body of central public administration 
subordinated to the Prime Minister, whose role is to develop 
Government policy and strategy in protecting the rights of the 
Roma minority and to implement, coordinate, monitor and 
evaluate measures in the sectors of intervention included in 
the National strategy of inclusion of Romanian citizens 
belonging to the Roma minority. Since 2017, he is an 
Associate Professor at National School of Political and 
Administrative Studies from Bucharest - Master "Roma 
Studies, being responsible for delivery training sessions for 
the students in the field of developing public policies in the 
benefit of disadvantage population. He lives in Bucharest-
Romania with his wife Geanina and children Raisa and 
Bianca. 
 
Daniel Radulescu 
President of NAR  
National Agency for Roma - Government of Romania 
202 A, Splaiul Independentei Street, 8th floor, room 23  
Bucharest 
Romania 
 
Phone: +40-723-120-224 
Fax: +40-214-560-321 
Email: danradulescu77@gmail.com 
 



 

 

 

 
Iulius Rostas (Faculty) is the Chair of Romani Studies and 
Assistant Professor at Central European University in 
Budapest. Previously, he was an Affiliated Fellow with the 
Institute for Advanced Studies at CEU, Senior Fellow with the 
Open Society Foundations Roma Initiatives Office and Visiting 
Lecturer at Corvinus University of Budapest. He has worked 
for the Open Society Foundations, the European Roma Rights 
Center and the Government of Romania and consulted the 
Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe, the 
World Bank, the European Commission and the Roma 
Education Fund. Dr Rostas is the editor of “Ten Years After: A 
History of Roma School Desegregation in Central and Eastern 
Europe” (CEU Press, 2012) and in 2011 he published “Social 
Inclusion or Exclusion: The Rights of Persons Living with HIV 
in Moldova” (Cartier Publishing, 2011). His book “Ethnicity, 
Power and Inclusion: Why Policies towards Roma in Europe 
Are Failing” will be published by CEU Press in 2019. 
 
Iulius Rostas 
Chair of Romani Studies and Assistant Professor 
Central European University 
Oktober 6 u. 7 / 421 
1051 Budapest 
Hungary 
 
Email: RostasI@ceu.edu 
 



 

 

 
 

 
Marian Ursan (Faculty) 
 
Marian Ursan 
Executive Director 
Carusel 
Bucharest 
Romania 
 
Email: marian.ursan@carusel.org 
 



 

 

 

 
Dineke Zeegers Paget (Faculty) is the Executive 
Director of the European Public Health Association 
(EUPHA) since 1997. She graduated from Groningen 
University, faculty of law and completed a PhD on 
comparative health law in the field of AIDS and HIV 
legislation, in collaboration with the World Health 
Organization in Geneva, Switzerland and the University of 
Neuchâtel, Switzerland. After working at WHO for 2 years, 
she was the responsible project officer of AIDS prevention 
for the difficult-to-reach populations at the Swiss Federal 
Office of Public Health, before becoming the executive 
director of EUPHA. EUPHA is an umbrella organisation for 
public health associations and institutes in Europe and 
includes 47 countries. EUPHA is an international, 
multidisciplinary, scientific organisation, bringing together 
around 19’000 public health experts for professional 
exchange and collaboration throughout Europe. We 
encourage a multidisciplinary approach to public health. 
 
Dineke Zeegers Paget 
Executive Director 
European Public Health Association 
PO Box 1568 
3500 BN Utrecht 
The Netherlands 
 
Email: d.zeegers@euphaoffice.org 
 



 

 

 

 
Stephanie V. Boarden (OSF) is a program and learning 
officer with the Open Society Foundations’ Public Health 
Program and supports grant making, assessment, and 
learning throughout the program. Boarden used to work at the 
New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, 
managing community-based research and program evaluation 
efforts in the Brooklyn District Public Health office. Directly 
prior to joining OSF, she was an associate director at 
PolicyLink, a national research and advocacy organization in 
the U.S. focused on advancing racial, economic, and social 
equity. While there, she supported policy change and provided 
technical assistance and trainings to a range of stakeholders 
in philanthropy, civil society and government. Boarden also 
provided strategic guidance, leadership, and grant making 
support to the Convergence Partnership, a national funder 
collaborative promoting health equity. She has also worked 
internationally in the fields of maternal mortality and access to 
HIV/AIDS care and treatment. Boarden holds a Master’s in 
Public Health from the University of California at Berkeley. 
She lives in Brooklyn, New York.  
 
Stephanie V. Boarden 
Program & Learning Officer 
Public Health Program 
New York, NY 
USA 
 
Phone: +1-212-548-0331-1331 
Email: stephanie.boarden@opensocietyfoundations.org 
 



 

 

 

 
Brett Davidson (OSF) is director of the Media and 
Narratives Division of the Open Society Public Health 
Program where his work focuses on changing long-held 
social narratives that impact public health. He also leads 
the PHP’s work on Ethnicity and Health Equality. Prior to 
joining Open Society in 2010, Davidson was a media 
consultant in Southern and Eastern Africa, assisting 
nongovernmental organizations to develop media 
advocacy strategies. Davidson previously served as 
program manager at the South African democracy 
institute, Idasa, where he helped community radio stations 
in South Africa develop participatory news and current 
affairs programming and improve their coverage of local 
government. He has also worked as a radio journalist, 
presenter, and producer at the South African 
Broadcasting Corporation. In 2002, Davidson was the 
Katherine Fanning Fellow in Journalism and Democracy 
at the Kettering Foundation in Dayton, Ohio, where he 
focused on the study of public journalism. Davidson holds 
an MA in journalism and media studies from Rhodes 
University. 
 
Brett Davidson 
Director, Media and Narratives 
Open Society Public Health Program 
224 W 57th Street 
New York, NY 10010 
USA 
 
Phone:  +1-212-547-6947 
Email:  brett.davidson@opensocietyfoundations.org 
 



 

 

 

 
Katarzyna Pabijanek (OSF) is a program officer with OSF’s 
Public Health Program, where she coordinates narrative 
change activities on sex work and Roma health and supports 
grantees in Europe working to use art for social change. 
Before joining OSF, Katarzyna worked for the European 
Gender Equality Institute and ASTRA Central and Eastern 
European Network for Sexual and Reproductive Rights and 
Health, and lectured in the Gender Studies Program of the 
Polish Academy of Sciences. Her research has focused on 
feminist art theory and practice, body art and performance art 
from Central and Eastern Europe. She holds MA degrees in 
linguistics from Eötvös Loránd University and in gender 
studies from CEU, and a PhD in cultural studies and 
neophilology from the University of Social Sciences and 
Humanities in Warsaw.  
 
Katarzyna Pabijanek 
Program Officer 
Open Society Public Health Program 
Berlin 
Germany 
 
Email: katarzyna.pabijanek@opensocietyfoundations.org 
 



 

 

 

 
Maja Saitovic (OSF) is a senior program specialist with the 
Open Society Public Health Program, where she works within 
the Ethnicity and Health Equality subtheme on advancing 
Roma Health issues. Maja was trained as a dentist, and has 
been actively participating in national and international Roma 
health projects since 2004. Before joining Open Society, she 
was an intern at the European Commission. She was the first 
Roma trainee at the Directorate General for Health and 
Consumer Protection in Luxembourg, as well as a participant 
in the Roma Access Program at Central European University 
in Budapest. Maja holds a degree in dentistry from the 
University of Nis in Serbia and an MA in environmental health 
from the Cyprus International Institute for the Environment and 
Public Health, in association with the Harvard School of Public 
Health. 
 
Maja Saitovic 
Open Society Public Health Program 
European Public Health Alliance 
Brussels  
Belgium 
 
Email:  maja.saitovic@opensocietyfoundations.org  
 



 

 

 
 

 
Szilvia Szabo (OSF) is a senior program administrative 
specialist with the Open Society Public Health Program, 
where she supports grant making to the mental health and 
rights portfolio. She joined the mental health initiative as a 
program assistant in 2011. Prior to joining Open Society, 
Szabó worked as an image researcher for a national museum 
in London, where she collaborated with museum curators, 
writers, journalists, and editors on television, film, and book 
projects, as well as exhibitions. Previously, she held various 
administrative positions in Budapest and London. Szabó holds 
an MA in communications from the University of Szeged. 
 
Szilvia Szabo 
Senior Program Administrative Specialist 
Open Society Foundations, Public Health Program 
Orbi Tower, Thomas-Klestil-Platz 13 
1030 Vienna 
Austria 
 
Phone: +49-174-4031682 
Email: szilvia.szabo@opensocietyfoundations.org  
 



 

 

 

 
Denise Tomasini-Joshi (OSF) is a division director with the 
Open Society Foundations (OSF), Public Health Program, 
working to realize the right to health as a public good by 
dismantling barriers to access for the most marginalized. Her 
work focuses on combating coercive and abusive treatment in 
healthcare. She has served as Co-Acting Director of OSF’s 
Women’s Rights Program helping craft a strategy to reduce 
feminist over-reliance on criminal justice systems, and 
overseeing a portfolio on sexual health and rights. An attorney 
by training, Denise’s experience has touched upon issues of 
mental health, homelessness, academia, criminal justice 
reform, children, women and marginalized populations. Her 
work has appeared in journals, books, policy briefs and blogs. 
She contributes internationally to conferences and working 
groups, and as an expert on radio and print media. Denise 
holds a law degree (JD, Juris Doctor) from Columbia 
University School of Law, a Master’s in International Affairs 
(MIA) from the Columbia University School of International 
and Public Affairs, and a Bachelors of Art (BA) in Sociology 
from Purdue University. She was born in San Juan, Puerto 
Rico and speaks Spanish. 
 
Denise Tomasini-Joshi 
Division Director, Public Health Program 
Open Society Foundations 
224 W 57th St. 
New York, NY 10019 
USA 
 
Phone: +1-646-402-9529  
Email: denise.tomasini@opensocietyfoundations.org 
 



 

 

 

 
Alina Șerban (Performance) is an award-winning actress, 
playwright and director. Born in 1987, Șerban grew up in 
Bucharest, Romania. Overcoming tremendous obstacles, 
including poverty and discrimination, she became the first 
member of her Roma family to graduate from high school and 
university. After acquiring a drama degree in Bucharest at the 
Academy of Theatrical Arts and Cinematography, Șerban 
attended the Tisch School of the Arts in New York, and 
obtained a master from Royal Academy of Dramatic Art in 
London. As a professional actress, Șerban’s credits include 
numerous Shakespeare plays under the artistic direction of 
Philip Parr (among them 'Périclès, Prince of Tyre'), as well as 
productions presented at European theatre festivals (’Turfed’, 
‘The House Project’, ‘The Sun That Casts No Shadows’). She 
acted opposite Benedict Cumberbatch in the BBC television 
series ‘The Last Enemy’, and made her debut on the silver 
screen with a supporting part in ‘Written/Unwritten’, a short 
film that won more than 20 awards. For her first leading role in 
cinema, Șerban stars in Marta Bergman’s feature film ‘Alone 
at My Wedding’, which premiered at the Cannes International 
Film Festival in 2018 and earned her several Best Actress 
awards. She also stars as a boxer in Huseyin Tabak's ‘Gipsy 
Queen’, a German-Austrian production set to make its world 
debut in 2019. As a playwright, Șerban pioneered Roma 
feminist political theatre, with three plays to her name by the 
age of 29. She led the way in 2009 with ‘Slumdog Roma' (later 
renamed ‘I Declare at My Own Risk’), a poignant and often 
funny one-woman-show in which she recounts her life journey 
as a young Roma woman. In 2013, her second award-winning 
play explored the notion of ‘Home’. Three years later, she 
wrote and directed ‘The Great Shame’, Romania’s first play 
about the taboo topic of Roma slavery, becoming the first 
Roma woman director to have a play included in the 
permanent repertoire of a state theatre in Romania in 2018. 
She lives between Bucharest, London and wherever filming 
takes her. Her work is driven by a strong sense of social 
justice, a desire to question prejudice and privilege, and the 
need to plant some good in the world -- however small the 
seed. 
 
Alina Șerban 
Playwright, Actress, Director 
Str Dionisie Lupu, Nr.65, app 26C, et.4, gars 2, sector 1 
Bucharest 010457 
Romania 
 
Phone:  +40-727-470-689 
Email:  sudestica@yahoo.com 
 



 

 

 

 
Mariana Berbec-Rostas a human rights lawyer, is the 
program manager for equality with the Human Rights Initiative 
of the Open Society Foundations. She works on advancing 
rights of racial and ethnic minorities and on supporting 
equality movements globally. She manages HRI’s grants 
portfolio on racial and ethnic justice, which includes support 
for Roma and Crimean Tatars movements in Europe and Afro-
descendant movements in South America. Mariana has been 
with the Foundations since 2003. Before the Human Rights 
Initiative, she managed, for the Human Rights and 
Governance Program, the human rights and governance grant 
portfolios in five Eastern European countries. From 2003 to 
2009 Mariana worked on legal capacity development and 
legal empowerment at the Open Society Justice Initiative. She 
participated in setting up university legal aid and social justice 
programs in Eastern Europe, Africa, Southeast Asia, and the 
Middle East. In 2008-2009 and 2010-2012, Mariana 
participated as legal skills and human rights trainer in two 
community legal empowerment pilot initiatives in Romania and 
Moldova, focusing on paralegal training and community 
organizing for justice. Mariana holds a LL.M. in Comparative 
Constitutional Law with specialization in Human Rights from 
the Central European University (Budapest, Hungary), a 
Certificate in Public Interest Law from the Colombia University 
School of Law (New York, USA), and a Diploma in Non-
Discrimination and Human Rights Law from the Abo Akademi 
University Institute for Human Rights (Turku, Finland).  From 
2013 to 2018, Mariana served as the President of the Global 
Alliance for Justice Education, a worldwide network of law 
professors and practitioners advocating for justice and social-
change university programs. 
 
Marian Berbec-Rostas 
Human Rights Lawer, Program Manager 
Human Rights Initiative 
Open Society Foundations 
New York, NY 
USA 
 
Email: Mariana.berbec@opensocietyfoundations.org 
 



 

 

 

 
Zoran Bikovski is Sociologist with 17 years’ experience in 
Roma NGO sector. Zoran has rare pleasure to work at the 
same time as a researcher and also to work as a practitioner 
on the field directly with Roma community. Since 2011 he is 
Program Health Coordinator in the NGO ”KHAM” Delcevo and 
responsible for three localities for the implementation of a 
program of Legal Empowerment and Social Accountability in 
the Health sector. The work of the team of the NGO, ”KHAM” 
and him have visible results in advocacy on local level (Open 
Center for Immunization in Crnik, Commission for Rights of 
the patient; the level of Immunization of Roma children raised 
from 65% to 92%) and on the national level (Unit price list for 
Ambulance unit, right of movement of Roma community on 
the border, liberalization of payment participation for social 
beneficiaries). Since 2015 (year from UNDP) he engages as 
Coach for Roma for using active measures from Ministry of 
Labor. In the period 2014-2015 year he was the President of 
the Macedonian Platform against poverty (97 NGOs). From 
February 2015 he is a Mentor for Romanian NGOs who work 
in the field of Social Accountability. As a Practitioner he is very 
connected with the Roma Community and Roma leaders, and 
together with them he works on Advocacy for Regular 
Implementation of Governmental programs and giving 
proposals for improving Try Legal Empowerment of 
marginalized groups, he mobilizes, encourages and supports 
communities to demand their rights, try accountability process. 
Also he has three years of experience in the implementation 
of the program, “Changing negative narratives". And finally 
Zoran Bikovski is an ordinary person who loves sports, has a 
wife and daughter and lives in a small town with the name 
Delcevo. 
 
Zoran Bikovski 
Sociologist 
Program Health Coordinator 
NGO “KHAM" Delcevo  
“M. Tito” 67  
2320 Delcevo  
Republic of Macedonia 
 
Phone: +389-72256869  
Email: z_bikovski@yahoo.com 
 



 

 

 

 
Richard Filcak has extensive experience as a researcher, as 
well as development projects coordinator/expert working in 
Central Europe, Balkan and Eastern Partnership countries. 
His work and research interests are mainly in environmental 
and social policy development in the transitional countries of 
Central and Eastern Europe - with particular attention to the 
Roma ethnic minority access to basic resources, water, 
sanitation and exposure to environmental threats. Richard is 
Head of Forecasting Institute, Slovak Academy of 
Sciences. He has worked as a consultant and lead/senior 
expert for the Slovak Government, European Environmental 
Bureau, United Nations Development Programme, UNEP, 
World Bank, European Commission and various NGOs. 
 
Richard Filcak 
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Manuel Garcia-Ramirez is a Professor of Social and 
Community Psychology at the University of Sevilla (Spain) 
where he has been teaching and researching community 
psychology for more than 20 years. His main focus has been 
on the development of Community-Based Participatory 
Research (CBPR) initiatives aimed at ensuring equitable 
conditions toward migrants and Roma in Europe. He is the 
founder and coordinator of CESPYD, the Center for 
Community Action Research at the University of Sevilla 
(www.cespyd.org). CESPYD is composed of an international 
and multidisciplinary team of scholars who have solid 
relationships with the main stakeholders involved in the health 
and well-being of ethnic-oriented displaced and vulnerable 
citizens. The findings of his research have encouraged new 
ways of thinking and taking action among the international 
scientific community in in the psychology of migrations’ and 
ethnic minorities’ wellbeing. Taking an ecological and 
liberating approach, he has redefined integration as an 
empowering and multilevel process by which marginalized 
ethnic groups acquire well-being and legitimacy in society. 
This perspective has been published in the American Journal 
of Community Psychology (García-Ramirez et al., 2011). Its 
application to community based organizations, understood as 
empowering community settings, was published in the 
International Journal of Intercultural Relations (Paloma, 
García-Ramirez & Mata, 2010). As a key determinant in 
migrants’ and ethnic marginalized groups’ well-being is their 
ability to use public services, he has contributed to developing 
an ecological and community perspective of a critical cultural 
competence approach, published in the F.T.L. Leong (Ed.), 
APA Handbook of multicultural psychology. Washington DC: 
APA. Currently, he is an active member of the WHO’s 
International Task Force on Migration Equity and Diversity 
(MED) which target the development and implementation of 
equity standards in health and social care organizations. As a 
result of his international academic activity, he contributed to 
the development of a European Health and Social Care for 
Migrants and Minorities curriculum. This curriculum is the 
foundation for the Official Master on International Migration, 
Health and Wellbeing: Models and Strategies of Intervention 
and the Research line of the Doctoral Program in Psychology 
of the University of Sevilla. Currently he is leading several 
research initiatives at the Spanish and European level focused 
on empowering the individual, family and community mattering 
among marginalized Roma in Europa. These initiatives are 
funded by the OFS, DG JUSTICE and the National Plan of 
Research in Spain. 
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Janko Jankovic is an associate professor at the Institute of 
Social Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, University of Belgrade. 
He grew up in Belgrade, Serbia where graduated from the 
Faculty of Medicine, University of Belgrade. Dr. Jankovic 
holds a Master of Science and PhD in Social Medicine and he 
is a specialist in Social Medicine and a subspecialist in Health 
Education. Core areas of his expertise include health 
determinants, inequalities in health, Roma health, 
cardiovascular health and health systems. Dr. Jankovic was 
professionally educated in Rotterdam, Munich, Rennes, 
Cracow, Rome, Dresden, Hamburg and Salzburg. He 
published 60 papers in international journals, participated in 
13 projects and currently he is a project manager in one 
international project (RHSP - Roma Health Scholarship 
Program, mentorship component funded by Open Society 
Foundation Budapest, 2010 - present) and a member of the 
project team in a research project funded by Serbian Ministry 
of Education, Science and Technological Development (2011 
- present). Dr. Jankovic is a moderator in several e-learning 
courses and a reviewer of the numerous journals like 
European Journal of Public Health, JAHA, International 
Journal of Cardiology, International Journal of Public Health, 
Scandinavian Journal of Public Health, Plos One, BMC Health 
Services Research, BMJ Open, International Journal for 
Equity in Health and Ethnicity and Health. He is a member of 
professional bodies: Serbian Medical Association (Section of 
Social Medicine), Serbian Public Health Association and 
European Public Health Association. Dr. Jankovic speaks 
English language and lives in Belgrade with his wife Marijana 
and son Ognjen. 
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Sascha Marschang joined EPHA in 2009 and is currently 
deputy director. In his role he oversees the work of the policy 
team and is involved in strategic planning, supporting the 
Secretary General and Board. In addition, he co-leads EPHA’s 
policy campaign on Inclusive Digital Health and has been 
actively involved in EPHA’s Roma health fellowship 
programme as a mentor to young advocates from different 
countries. A dual German and Canadian citizen, he completed 
a Master’s degree at York University (Toronto) researching 
transnational migrants’ practices and identities. Prior to 
moving to Brussels in 2007, he worked for the Government of 
Ontario, primarily in the area of education policy. 
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Borjan Pavlovski is a medical doctor with public health 
background. Dr. Pavlovski grew up in Skopje, the capital of 
Macedonia and graduated on the Medical Faculty on the 
University “Ss. Cyril and Methodius” in Skopje. He completed 
the Postgraduate International Master Course: International 
course on fighting poverty – Social and health methodologies 
for development, on the University La Sapienza, Department 
of Hygiene – G. Sannarelli in Rome, Italy. Currently he is 
pursuing his Postgraduate studies on the School for public 
health on the Medical Faculty on the University “Ss. Cyril and 
Methodius” in Skopje. At the moment he is in process of 
preparation of his Master thesis. His work in Association ESE 
is focused on promotion and advocacy for: promotion of 
women’s health and health of marginalized communities with 
focus on Roma people; promotion of the access to health 
services for women and marginalized groups with focus on 
Roma people; realization of rights in the sphere of health and 
human rights, in general, for women and marginalized groups; 
improvement of budget transparency of health institutions and 
increasing their efficiency in the implementation of funds from 
health budget. In his work he is implementing the 
methodologies of Social accountability in order to involve 
citizens and communities’ participation in the process of policy 
making, implementation and monitoring of health policies. 
improve health and access to health services for the 
previously stated groups of the population. His research focus 
is on health status and access to health for Roma, 
reproductive health of the population and infant and perinatal 
mortality. Also his research is focused on budget 
implementation of health policies. Recent publication includes 
Community based approaches to enhance access to health 
for Roma in Macedonia, published in the European Journal of 
Public health. He is also part of organizing committee and 
peer review committee of the Global Symposium on 
Citizenship, Governance and Accountability in health, 
organized by COPASAH network. He lives in Skopje with his 
wife Anche and children Matej and Anisija. 
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March 24, Sunday evening. I arrived in Salzburg by train from Budapest via Vienna around noon. It 
was a short trip, and I loved the town at first sight, especially after having a brief look during the 
trolleybus ride to Schloss Arenberg from the main train station. After filling in some formal papers and 
leaving the luggage in a nice room, single bed, I have used the time before our first meeting to explore 
the surrounding area and have lunch outside, since it was a sunny and bright day. Marek Szilvasi 
(Course Director, OSF), and Prof. Dr. Charles Agyemang (UPHA and Professor of Global Migration, 
Ethnicity and Health) (at the evening welcoming reception) introduced the main aim and details of the 
workshop. Then, a very tasty dinner gave us the opportunity to get to know each other. I met other 
participants, some I have already known and some new, who helped to make the atmosphere in 
Schloss Arenberg more and more friendly. It was also useful to break the first communication barriers 
with other people. 
 
March 25, Monday. At 9 o’clock, Marek Szilvasi welcomed us to the seminar again, and we had an 
introductory session, where we all had the opportunity to present ourselves and learn some basic 
things about each other. It was a wonderful opportunity to hear about the topics that people in the 
room are working on, their experience and some of their professional background. The first lecture 
was done jointly by Marek Szilvasi and Maja Jovanović and it was about the Roma health outcomes. I 
was impressed by the simple and convincing way both presenters explain some of the main challenges 
on the way to better results. It was of particular interest to hear that discrimination does not have the 
decisive influence on Roma health outcomes, but the environment, socio-economic status, amplified 
by ethnicity. The other lessons by Dineke Zeegers-Paget from EUPHA was dedicated to challenges to 
the human rights-based approach to public health, encompassing challenges for 21st century (data 
protection and privacy, genetic discrimination, populism, climate change and migration) and specific 
challenges ahead of Roma health (continuation of systemic exclusion, poorer health and unhealthier 
living conditions, etc.). A very interesting feature of all the lessons was the possibility to stop the 
lecturers and discuss the most controversial issues with them and the rest of the group. We also 
enjoyed the coffee-breaks, lunch and group photo with the faculty and organizers. In the afternoon, 
after an insightful presentation by Manuel Garcia-Ramirez and Daniela E. Miranda from the University 
of Seville regarding empowering community advocacy in Spain vs. health mediation experiences in 
Romania/Bulgaria, Belgium, and Spain. The afternoon was also dedicated to the art, which has 
contributed to the feeling that the day was over before we noticed. We had an invaluable opportunity 
to see and enjoy the performance of a Rumanian actress, playwriter and director Alina Serban. Before 
answering numerous of our questions, Alina Serban presented to us a few excerpts from her 
autobiographical one-women-show ‘I Declare at My Own Risk – The Best Child in the World’, which 



follows the challenges and revelation of a girl from a poverty-stricken Roma community in Bucharest. 
After dinner I had to spend some time working more on my final papers and assignments for my 
studies, while the others took the opportunity and continuing talks and networking with a glass of nice 
Austrian wine. 
 
March 26, Tuesday. The second day of the seminar started with a perceptive presentation by Brett 
Davidson and Katarzyna Pabijanek, OSF Public Health Program Media and Narrative Division’s Director 
and Program Officer. It was an extremely interesting section and I gained a lot of information about 
narrative, the quest for equal power relationships, and its impact on health. What I have found 
particularly useful in this joint presentation was the ways how the narratives can be changed (culture, 
pop culture, creative activism, storytelling and listening, language, metaphors and imaginary) and use 
of art, which has been a perfect continuation of previous days’ performance and the Q&A session, that 
followed it. After the coffee break, our attention was focused on a completely different area: 
Advocating Roma Health in EU Public Health Policymaking. The lectures by Sasha Marschang from 
Brussels-based European Public Health Alliance. Again, just as the day before, I was deeply impressed, 
and I realized the importance of a comprehensive approach to advocacy and networking, on the level 
of states and EU. After the lunch break and more opportunities to pick information of some very 
interesting practitioners of the seminar, the next lecture by Prof. Dr. Charles Agyemang introduced the 
topic of human migration and non-communicable diseases (NCDs). His presentation focused on key 
methods in assessing the health status of migrants, the impact of human migration on NCDs with a 
special focus on cardiovascular diseases and risk factors, as well as on RODAM study that addresses 
the ethnic inequalities in health. The following session was dedicated to the first part of fellows’ case 
presentations. We got to see that everyone has to see and solve very complex cases in daily life – 
parasite infections in the Czech Republic, gaining community support in Austria, ophthalmology 
surgery of tropical eye diseases by Hungarian surgeond, more than 10-years long community 
vaccination service in a Roma settlement in north Greece. After dinner, once again, we enjoyed the art 
of Alina Serban, this time a moving short-film story about challenges that Roma face in the health care 
system. 
 
March 27, Wednesday. In the morning, Richard Filčak opened the topic of Environmental Justice, 
presenting the cases from Slovakia. Problematizing the distribution of environmental benefits and 
harms, his presentation focused on Roma access to water, energy, and waste and garbage in Roma 
settlement across Slovakia. Following him, we got the opportunity to learn about the work of 
Bucharest-based NGO Carousel and their harm reduction programs, from its director, Marian Ursan. It 
was particularly important for me to get to know about their work with people leaving with HIV, 
without personal documents, in extreme poverty, drug users, LGBTIQ, Roma, homeless people, and 
sex workers. After lunch, most of the participants used the free time to explore the area, visit the 
Salzburg Castle, admiring the panorama of this wonderful city and the beautiful mountains 
surrounding it, or I promenaded in the historical center of Salzburg. 
 
March 28, Thursday. In the morning, Prof. Rosa Adany presented the study of Genetic Determinants 
and Roma Susceptibility to NDs, which have provoked a very dynamic discussion and reaction from the 
participants regarding racism in scientific, terminology, usefulness and purpose behind genetic 
research of “venerable’ groups and considering the historical burden of such endeavors (WWII and 
Roma holocaust). After the coffee break professor Iulius Rostas, Chair of Romani Studies at the CEU 
(Budapest), gave a comprehensive lecture on the ethical and methodological challenges and problems 
of research and knowledge production, with the perspective of Roma minority communities. After 
lunch, the day continued with a panel discussion on the relevance and importance of Roma in the 
medical field. Participants from Serbia, Romania, Bulgaria, and Macedonia exchanged their experience 
with 10-year long Roma Health Scholarship Program. The afternoon continued with the second session 
of fellows’ case presentations: Hungary, Poland, Macedonia, Serbia, and Spain. The day concluded with 
a chamber music concert in Schloss Arenberg – it was very relaxing and a beautiful birthday gift to one 
of the fellows. We enjoyed it a lot. 



 
March 29, Friday. The last day of the seminar, besides the evaluation and summary of the seminar, 
was dedicated to topics like social accountability, legal empowerment as well as lessons learned from 
Romanian experience regarding public policies and the health of Roma communities. Additionally, the 
afternoon was an opportunity to learn and to discuss the work of health mediators and other health 
outreach programs. In the evening, the organizers put additional effort in organizing a farewell 
reception that was an opportunity to exchange impressions, the plans for future friendships and 
cooperation, and to enjoy nice food and wine once again before we go back to our everyday activities. 
Looking back at the week, the seminar excided my initial expectations. I have made new friends, 
learned a lot, and yet made very important contacts regarding my future professional development. 
Namely, I had the opportunity to discuss ideas about my MA thesis and prospective Ph.D. proposal 
with professionals and experts in the field, but as well as to talk about possible internship opportunities 
during the summer where I could obtain additional skills and knowledge regarding the topic of Roma 
public health. I hope that in the future I will have the opportunity to attend many more interesting and 
useful seminars like this one. 
I want to express my great gratitude to everyone in the organization of this perfect seminar. I will never 
forget this experience and most importantly: the daily exchange with other people that made me grow 
both personally and professionally!  
 
Igor Kostic (Hungary)  
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March 24, Sunday evening. I arrived to Salzburg by plane in the late afternoon, coming from Beograde 
via Vienna. I arrived from the airport by bus to Schloss Arenberg. After my check in I attended the 
welcome reception, where I met people from different countries and with different backgrounds. 
Then, a very tasty dinner gave us the opportunity to get to know each other. 
 
March 25, Monday. At 9 o’clock, Marek Szilvasi welcomed us to the seminar. After the coffee break 
Dineke Zeegers-Paget spoke about the European Public Health Conference. It was interesting for me, 
because it was the same topic I presented at EUPHA in Stockholm two years ago and in Ljubljana last 
year. After lunch we attended an art performance by Alina Serban. It was so interesting because she 
showed the real picture of Roma people today. After dinner I went out, some of us went to the city to 
enjoy Salzburg’s night atmosphere.  
 
March 26, Tuesday. In the morning we had a presentation on the theme, “Narrative Change and Ethnic 
Health Inequities''. After lunch, there was very an interesting presentation for me by Charles Agyemang 
and he spoke about human migration and NCDs. He spoked about KV disease, diabetes and other 
chronical diseases. He spoke about HDL and LDL cholesterol and about the importance of health 
nutrition. After that he spoke about drugs for lowering blood pressure (ACE inhibitors, diuretics, beta 
blockers) and drugs for lowering LDL cholesterol and triglycirides (statins). I study Pharmacy and it was 
so interesting for me. In the evening we were watching the movies in which Alina Serban performs as 
the main actress. 
 
March 27, Wednesday. In the morning, we only had two sessions and I particularly liked the session 
about Ethnicity and Different Treatment in Harm Reduction, because I could see how the presenter 
works in that field (with drug users). The rest of the day was free. It was a good chance for me to 
explore the city of Salzburg a little bit more. I was in Europark with my friends from Serbia and 
Macedonia. After that we had a dinner in our hotel and I was in my room to prepare the presentation 
for Thursday. 
 
March 28, Thursday. After lunch I participated in a session on Roma in Medical professions. I had a 
short presentation about my experiences on presenting my works for the two past EUPHA conferences. 
The first one was in Stockholm, Sweden and the theme was: “Nutritive value of free school meals in 



Nis, Serbia. Second work took place in Ljubljana and I wrote about Roma school children aged from 7-
10 years on the theme: “Quality of diet in Serbian Roma school children''. After dinner we had a music 
concert in Schloss Arenberg – it was very relaxing. 
 
Mario Ramic (Serbia) 
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