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FACULTY

Wolfgang Aulitzky, MD is the Medical Director of the
American Austrian Foundation. He is Associate Dean for
International Medicine and Distance Learning, Adjunct Prof. of
Clinical Urology and Adjunct Prof. of Clinical Reproductive
Medicine at the Weill Medical College of Cornell
University/New York Presbyterian Hospital. In 2016, he was
appointed Adjunct Professor of Pediatrics in the Associated
Faculty of the Perelman School of Medicine at the Children’s
Hospital of Philadelphia. He is also Associate Prof. of Urology
at the Medical University of Innsbruck and Visiting Professor
at the Medical University of Vienna. Amongst others he is a
member of the American, German and Austrian Societies of
Urology and was awarded the Zuckerkandlpreis of the
Austrian Society of Urology in 1989. In 1995 he received the
Silver Medal, in 2007 the Golden Medal for Merits to the
Republic of Austria and in 2014 the cross of honor of the Land
Salzburg. As Director of the Medical Program of the American
Austrian Foundation he has initiated the Open Medical
Institute, a scientific and educational collaboration of Weill
Cornell and the NewYork Presbyterian Hospital, the Children
Hospital of Philadelphia, Duke University, Columbia
University, the Cleveland Clinic and leading hospitals in
Austria. Dr. Aulitzky earned his medical degree at the
University of Innsbruck in 1977, was a research associate at
the University of Uppsala, Sweden and the Rockefeller
University, New York. He received his training as an urologist
at the University of Innsbruck and the General Hospital of
Salzburg. He is the author of more than 140 publications on
Urology, Andrology and Health Care issues and is co-author
of books on basic and clinical urology/andrology.
Wolfgang Aulitzky, MD
Director, Open Medical Institute
American Austrian Foundation
Associate Dean and Gerhard Andlinger Professor
for International Medicine & Distance Learning
Adjunct Professor of Clinical Urology
Adjunct Professor of Clinical Reproductive Medicine
Weill Medical College of Cornell University
Adjunct Professor of Pediatrics
Perelman School of Medicine at the Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia
Associate Professor of Urology
Medical University of Innsbruck, Austria
Kärntner Straße 51/II/Top 4
1010 Vienna
Austria
Phone:
Fax:
Email:

+43-1-533-8658
+43-1-533-8658-10
w.aulitzky@openmedicalinstitute.org

Robert Otok (Course Co-Director) is the director of
ASPHER. He joined ASPHER in 2008/09. Responsible at the
beginning for the setting up and organisation of the
Association's office in Brussels, he now coordinates the work
of the ASPHER executive board and manages the largest
network of school of public health in the world. He studied
public health/health policy at the Jagiellonian University in
Krakow. He also holds a degree in business administration
from the Polish Open University and a certificate in Higher
Education from the University of Sheffield; he is also an
alumni of the Leadership for European Public Health (LEPHIE)
programme of the Maastricht University. During his
professional career, he worked for the number of public health
authorities and consultancies. He has also taught and
participated in numerous research projects as a faculty
member at the universities in Krakow (Poland), Sheffield (UK)
and Utrecht (Netherlands).
Robert Otok
Director of ASPHER
Avenue de l’Armee 10
1040 Bruxelles
Belgium
Email:

robert.otok@aspher.org

Judith W. Overall (Course Co-Director) is the lead
consultant for the ASPHER Human Rights in Patient Care
(HRPC) initiative – a network of schools and faculty members
in legal, medical and public health faculties – and the HRPC
virtual Community of Practice. She is the lead consultant for
the OSF PHP Law and Health Initiative’s HRPC Practitioner
Guides project (a series in 10 countries) and the international
mentoring of HRPC Legal Fellows and Junior Faculty
Scholars.
She is co-editor of the upcoming Public Health Reviews
special issue on Human Rights in Patient Care (2017), a coauthor of “Advancing Human Rights in Patient Care: the Law
in Seven Transitional Countries” (2011),“Advancing Human
Rights in Patient Care through Higher Education in Eastern
Europe and Central Asia” (2013), and ASPHER’s “Public
Health Capacity Building for the Future of Europe, Lessons
Learned from the Project: Quality Development of Public
Health Teaching Programs in CEE, 2000-2006” (2008), for
which she was meta evaluator.
She is Senior Advisor to the Faculty of Medicine, University of
Oslo, Norway, for collaboration with Russian health
professionals and educational institutions in teaching and
comparative research on palliative and elder care and
geriatrics, and is co-chair of the Patient and Family Advisory
Council for the largest rural hospital in the United States. She
is an adjunct faculty member of the Fairbanks School of Public
Health, Indiana University (Indianapolis).
As a former prosecutor, she directed cases of abuse of
vulnerable adults in care facilities and cases of health care
provider reimbursement fraud in the United States. She also
has owned, managed, and consulted for health facilities. She
is a former department chair and director of international
programs of the Department of Health Systems Management
at Tulane University School of Public Health and Tropical
Medicine (New Orleans, USA), where she taught health law,
public health law, health policy, principles of public/health
administration/management, and long term care management.
As the President/Chair of the Board of DOBRA, Inc., a nonprofit organization whose mission was to improve quality of life
of elderly, disabled and terminally ill, work included workshops
during 10 years on “Nursing Care for the Older Adult” for
Russian nurses and nurse educators in Moscow; staff training
for nurses and social workers at the St. Petersburg City
Geriatric Center and in Dubna and Kolpino; and lectures on
elder care, rehabilitation services, and hospice care in Latin
America and China.

She was the advisor to the task force on problems of the
elderly in the Yucatan, Mexico. She has planned, directed,
and consulted for programs in health management, public
health, health law, human rights in patient care, palliative care,
elder care, and paralegal studies - and has lectured on those
topics in the U.S. and more than thirty countries in Latin
America, Africa, Central Asia, Central/Eastern/Southeastern
Europe, China and Taiwan. Her first career was in teaching
children with special needs. She holds degrees in law, health
management, special education, and educational psychology.
Judith W. Overall
Consultant
Booneville, Mississippi
USA
Email:

joverall10@aol.com

Tamar Ezer is the Associate Director, Lecturer in Law, and
Practitioner-in-Residence with the Human Rights Clinic at the
University of Miami School of Law. Before coming to Miami,
Tamar taught and supervised projects at Yale Law School as
a Lecturer in Law, Visiting Scholar with the Schell Center for
International Human Rights, and Executive Director of the
Solomon Center for Health Law and Policy. Prior to that, as
Deputy Director of the Law and Health Initiative of the Open
Society Public Health Program, she focused on legal
advocacy to advance health and human rights in Eastern and
Southern Africa, Eastern Europe, and Central Asia. Tamar
also taught International Women’s Rights at Tulane Law
School’s summer program and was a teaching fellow with the
Georgetown University Law Center’s International Women’s
Human Rights Clinic, where she supervised test cases
challenging discriminatory laws and oversaw fact-finding and
legislative projects in Nigeria, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda,
and the Philippines. Additionally, she clerked for Judge
Robert Sweet at the Southern District of New York and
Justice Dorit Beinisch at the Supreme Court of Israel. Tamar
graduated from Stanford University and Harvard Law School,
where she was the editor-in-chief of the Harvard Human
Rights Journal.
Tamar Ezer
Associate Director
Lecturer in Law
Practitioner-in-Residence, Human Rights Clinic
School of Law
University of Miami
Miami
USA
Email:

tezer@law.miami.edu

John Kennedy is a master at listening, and an expert at
creating compelling narrative. John Kennedy champions your
organization, your cause, your community. He recently
completed production for PBS Frontline, The New York Times,
and
Purple
States
for
"Life
on
Parole,"
a
documentary/investigative journalism piece about individuals
leaving the prison system, which aired July 2017. He is
currently directing and producing short-video series for both
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and the Southern
Poverty Law Centre. He has also directed and produced short
documentary pieces for Open Society Foundations, the UN
Millennium Campaign, and the Global Fund. His video
journalism work has appeared in USA Today, The Washington
Post, The New York Times, and other publications. John
Kennedy is currently working on a mass oral history collection
of people living in recovery or dealing with addiction in the
Southern Appalachians region.
John Kennedy
Purple States LLC
139 Last Resort Terrace
Black Mountain
NC 28711
USA
Email:
Phone:

505050John@gmail.com
+1-828-713-6872

David Larios is an expert in the field of health law and
bioethics. He graduated in Law from the Complutense
University of Madrid and completed his studies in Health Law
and Bioethics with a Master Degree from the same University,
and Degrees in Health Law, Bioethics and Pharmaceutical
Law from the National School of Health. He serves as a public
lawyer for the Social Security and Public Health System during
the last 20 years. At the same time, he served as associated
professor for the National School of Health, and for University
Master Degree Courses (Castilla La Mancha, Cantabria,
Extremadura, Menendez Pelayo) and Public Health Institutes
in more than 200 courses (totaling more than 1.000 hours of
training) covering different areas of Public Law, Health Law
and Bioethics. These courses have been taught primarily for
health professionals (doctors, pharmacists, nurses, etc.) and
legal professionals (lawyers, legal advisers, judges,
prosecutors, etc.), all of them, college graduates. He has
published more than 60 papers and books related to Bioethics
and Health Law and has obtained different awards. As a
member of the Spanish Health Law Association, he serves
nowadays as Secretary of the Editorial Board of the Journal
“Health and Law” and as Vice President.
David Larios
National Health School
C/ Sinesio Delgado
28029 Madrid
Spain
Phone:
Email:

+34-677929718
ddlarios@gmail.com

Maya Pelez Raz is an expert in the field of ethics and health
law. She serves as head of the Department of Community
Health at the School of Public Health, University of Haifa,
Israel. She chairs the Human Research Ethics Committee at
the Faculty of Social Welfare and Health Sciences at the
University of Haifa, and is a member of the governing body of
the International Center of Health, Law and Ethics at the
University of Haifa (since 2005) and heads its program for the
promotion of the rights of intersex persons. In addition to her
academic work, she serves as a clinical ethicist and
chairperson of the ethics committee at the Bnei Zion Medical
Center; as chair of the Ethics Committee of the Galilee
Hospital in Nahariya; as deputy Chair of the Ethics Committee
of the Israeli Medical Corps, and as deputy chair of the Ethics
Committee of the Haifa District of the Ministry of Health. Dr.
Peled Raz also serves as the facilitator of the Association of
Israeli University Heads` (VERA) working group on Research
Ethics Committee in the academia, as member of the Israeli
Ministry of Health`s appointed Committee for the design and
implementation of public participation in immunization policy,
and as a member of the Israeli Ministry of Health´s steering
committee for the promotion of ethics committees in the Israeli
health system.
Maya Pelez Raz
Head of Community Health Department, The School of Public
Health
and The Center for Health, Law and Ethics
Head, Research Ethics Committee, The Faculty of Social
Welfare and Health Sciences
University of Haifa
199 Aba Khoushy Ave.
Mount Carmel
Haifa 3498838
Israel
Phone:
Fax:
Email:

+972-4-8722836
+972-4-6114477
mpeled-ra@univ.haifa.ac.il

Dainius Puras is a Professor and the Head of the Centre for
Child psychiatry social paediatrics at Vilnius University, and
teaches at the Faculty of Medicine, Institute of International
relations and political science and Faculty of Philosophy of
Vilnius University, Lithuania. He is also visiting Professor at
the University of Essex (United Kingdom) and a Distinguised
Visitor with the O'Neill Institute for National and Global Health
Law, Georgetown university (USA). As a medical doctor, he
serves as a consultant at the Child Development Center, at
Vilnius University Hospital. Dainius Pūras is a human rights
advocate who has been actively involved during the last 30
years in the process of transforming public health policies and
services, with special focus on the rights of children, persons
with mental disabilities, and other groups in vulnerable
situations. He was the founder of Lithuanian society of families
with children who have intellectual disabilities; the first
President of Lithuanian Psychiatric Association; the Dean of
Faculty of Medicine of Vilnius University; and the Chairman of
the board of two non-governmental organizations in Lithuania:
the Global Initiative on Psychiatry, and the Human Rights
Monitoring Institute. As a researcher, Mr Pūras has led and
actively participated in projects at the national and
international level in areas such as mental health policies and
services, policies and services for children and families at risk,
rights and needs of children with developmental disabilities,
and prevention of violence. Mr Pūras works closely with
different stakeholders for the translation of scientific evidence
into effective policies and practices through the application of
modern human rights and public health approaches. Between
2007 and 2011, Mr Pūras served as a member of the UN
Committee on the Rights of the Child. He has been an
independent expert and consultant to numerous Governments,
NGOs, and UN agencies and programmes in the field of the
right to health. He is author of over 60 scientific publications
covering issues such as public health, mental health, public
health policy, disabilities, and prevention of violence.
Dainius Puras
Professor and Head, Centre for Child Psychiatry Social
Paediatrics
Faculty of Medicine, Institute of International Relations and
Political Science, Faculty of Philosophy
Vilnius University
Visiting Professor, University of Essex, United Kingdom
Distinguished Visitor with the O'Neill Institute for National and
Global Health Law, Georgetown University, USA
Consultant, Child Development Center, Vilnius University
Hospital
UN Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the
enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and
mental health
Vilnius
Lithuania
Email:

dainius.puras@gmail.com
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FELLOWS

Sami Mahmoud Abdelkhair Momin
Reproductive Health Care Centre
Mac Nemir Street P.O.Box 10026
11111 Khartoum,
Sudan

E-Mail:
sami_mahmoud82@hotmail.com
Phone:
+24-9-183788630

Margarita Belichovska
Maastricht University
Universiteitssingel 40
6229ER Maastricht,
Netherlands

E-Mail:
margaritabelichovska@gmail.com

Munkhjargal Byambajav
Intermed hospital of Mongolia
Uildver
17040 Ulaanbaatar,
Mongolia

E-Mail:
jagaa8012@yahoo.com
Phone:
+97-6-77111108 ext. 4206

Zuzana Celecova
Hospital of Ladislav Nadasi Jege
Nemocnicna 1944/10
02614 Dolny Kubin,
Slovakia

E-Mail:
zuzana.celecova@gmail.com
Phone:
+42-1-907332467

Tamar Dekanosidze
Georgian Young Lawyers Association
Gyla - Kakhidze Street 15
0102 Tbilisi,
Georgia

a Program of the

E-Mail:
tamar.dekanosidze1@gmail.com
Phone:
+99-5-322936101

Nadiia Demikhova
Sumy city clinical hospital 1 / Sumy State
University
R.-Korsakov 2
40000 Sumy,
Ukraine

E-Mail:
nadezhda-sumy@ukr.net
Phone:
+38-0-502490692

University of Oviedo,Hospital „Vital Alvarez
Buylla“
Catedratico Rodrigo Uria, s/n
33006 Oviedo,
Spain

E-Mail:
javieramez@gmail.com
Phone:
+34-9-85483144

Saint Petersburg State University
Universitetskiy pr.
190103 Peterhof,
Russian Federation

E-Mail:
ya.baba.marta@gmail.com
Phone:
+79-1-11191462

Javier Garcia Amez

Yulia Gorshkova

Mariela Ianeva-Deliverska
Medical University - Sofia, Faculty of Public
Health
8 Bialo More, str.
1527 Sofia,
Bulgaria

E-Mail:
mdeliverska@yahoo.com
Phone:
+35-9-887574973

Aleksandra Jovic-Vranes
Belgrade University School of Medicine
Dr Subotca 15
11000 Belgrade,
Serbia

a Program of the

E-Mail:
aljvranes@yahoo.co.uk
Phone:
+38-1-11643830

Anna Kriukova
Open Medical Club Charitable Foundation
Bolshoy Av. 100 of 234
197022 St. Petersburg,
Russian Federation

E-Mail:
russia.omi@gmail.com
Phone:
+78-1-29564104

Hoang Le Minh Hang
Maastricht University
Universiteitssingel 40
6229 ER Maastricht,
Netherlands

E-Mail:
h.hoangle@student.maastrichtuniversity.nl
Phone:
+44-7-378364593

Mongolian National university of Medical
Sciences
Jamyan gun
976 Ulaanbaatar,
Mongolia

E-Mail:
tserenbat@mnums.edu.mn
Phone:
+97-6-99999013

Tserenbat Minjuur

Sabina Murshudova
National Center of Oncology
H. Zardabi, 79B
AZ 1011 Baku,
Azerbaijan

E-Mail:
s.murshudova@gmail.com
Phone:
+99-4-125370811

Tartu University
Puusepa 1A
50406 Tartu,
Estonia

E-Mail:
sandlitv@yahoo.com
Phone:
+37-2-7319211

Sandra Nei

a Program of the

Anahit Papikyan
Open Society Foundations-Armenia
7/1 Cul-de-sac number 2 off Tumanian
Street
0002 Yerevan,
Armenia

E-Mail:
panaida@osi.am
Phone:
(374 10)53 38 62

University of Belgrade - Faculty of Medicine
Dr Subotica 8
11000 Belgrade,
Serbia

E-Mail:
jelena.santric@med.bg.ac.rs
Phone:
+38-1-113636300

Lithuanian University of Health Sciences
A. Mickeviciaus g. 9
44307 Kaunas,
Lithuania

E-Mail:
kristina.selli@gmail.com
Phone:
+37-0-67172620

Almaty SEMA Hospital - Department of
Cardiovascular Surgery
Nauryzbay Batyr st. 31
050000 Almaty,
Kazakhstan

E-Mail:
shakirov.nurali@gmail.com
Phone:
+77-0-16667237

Jelena Santric

Kristina Selli

Nurali Shakirov

Mariya Sharkova
Medical University, Department of Public
Health
8 Bialo More
1000 Sofia,
Bulgaria

a Program of the

E-Mail:
maria.g.sharkova@gmail.com
Phone:
+35-9-882445404

Firuz Shukurov
Samarkand branch Republican Scientific
Centre of Emergency Medicine
Makhdumi A‘zam st., 18
140100 Samarkand,
Uzbekistan

E-Mail:
blaugrana0208@gmail.com
Phone:
+99-8-662321245

Vanja Slijepcevic Saftic
Child and Youth Protection Center,Zagreb
Ignjata Djordjica 26
10000 Zagreb,
Croatia

E-Mail:
vanjasaf@gmail.com
Phone:
+38-5-13457518

Maastricht University
Universiteitssingel 40
6229 ER Maastricht,
Netherlands

E-Mail:
p.steinhoff@gmx.net
Phone:
n/a
+49-1-5786854102

Yerevan State Medical University
Koryun St. 2
0025 Yerevan,
Armenia

E-Mail:
torosyan.mariam9@gmail.com
Phone:
+37-4-44889911

University Clinic of Cardiology
Vodnjanskanr Str. 17
1000 Skopje,
Republic of Macedonia

E-Mail:
marija.vavlukis@gmail.com
Phone:
+38-9-23147918

Paula Steinhoff

Mariam Torosyan

Marija Vavlukis

a Program of the

Robert Verrecchia
Faculty of Public Health (UK)
4 St Andrews Place
NW1 4LB London,
United Kingdom

E-Mail:
robertverrecchia@gmail.com
Phone:
+44-6-648747809
+44-7-487635939

Marie Kristin Zecevic
Maastricht University
Universiteitssingel 40
6229 ER Masstricht,
Netherlands

E-Mail:
zecevicmarie@gmail.com
Phone:
na
+49-2-11747625

Almira Zhapparova
Department of Public Health, Medical Law
& Pharmaceutical Organization, Kazakh Medical University of Continuing Education
Abai aven.
50057 Almaty,
Kazakhstan

E-Mail:
aly092@hotmail.com
Phone:
n/a
+77-2-72770528

Center for Rights Development NGO - President
3 H.Hakobyan street, Mergelyan cluster 5th
floor
0033 Yerevan,
Armenia

E-Mail:
violetazopunyan@gmail.com
Phone:
+37491502791

Maastricht University
Universiteitssingel 40
6229 ER Maastricht,
Netherlands

E-Mail:
zuza.irina@gmail.com
Phone:
+31-6-16160056

Violetta Zopunyan

Irina Zuza

a Program of the

SEMINAR DIARY FROM FELLOW
Tamar Dekanosidze
Georgian Young Lawyers Association
Tbilisi, Georgia
and
Mariam Torosyan
Yerevan State Medical State University
Yerevan, Armenia
November 25 – December 1, 2018
(from L to R)

November 25, Sunday evening. We arrived by plane late in the evening on Sunday to attend the
seminar on Human Rights in Patient Care. We joined the group of doctors and lawyers from different
parts of the world to share the experience and exchange knowledge on the abuses that happen in the
field of health care and to come up with interdisciplinary, human rights based solutions.
Judy Overall, who has been leading the HRPC effort for years, was already there, so were the other
fellows that we have known and have worked with for a long time.
November 26, Monday. The day started with Judy Overall and Tamar Ezer introducing the concept of
Human Rights in Patient Care. We had heard and knew about this concept for a long time, but it is
always good to refresh the knowledge and share our experience to the other participants. We also did
the pre-seminar test. The questions were not difficult for us.
It started to snow. Salzburg is always very beautiful when it snows and makes you admire the colours
of nature.
This day we discussed the interrelation between HRPC and public health and HRPC legal fellows shared
their local-level experiences on working on HRPC in practice.
November 27, Tuesday. We had the honour to meet and listen to the talk of Dainius Puras – the UN
Special Rapporteur on the Highest Attainable Standard of Health. He previously was a member of the
UN Committee on the Rights of the Child and has a vast experience in health and children’s rights
issues. The way Dainius was presenting his experience and his mission starting from 2014, was very
engaging. It was particularly interesting to hear how he works on intersectional issues.
On this day we also enjoyed hearing the presentation of Maya Peled Raz on intersex human rights in
patient care. She exposed a lot of issues that generally remain undiscussed and unexplored.
HRPC legal fellows presented their articles that are included in the Public Health Reviews and concern
various issues on HRPC. It seems that HRPC fellows have to talk every day!

November 28, Wednesday. This day was very different from the previous two days, because of two
reasons: in the first part of the day we were introduced to making HRPC advocacy videos by John
Kennedy (interesting name). We worked with John several years ago for producing advocacy materials
and he was a great help. It is impressive how many topics of advocacy he has covered.
The second most important reason that made the day special was the FREE AFTERNOON! We had a
beautiful walk in the colourful Salzburg – the city of the Sound of Music.
November 29, Thursday. This day we could express our creative potential! We were showing the short
videos that we filmed the other day. We had a film festival and the awarding ceremony of the most
successful advocacy video. It appeared to be the one that advocated against Female Genital Mutilation
(FGM) – a harmful practice against women, which is the violation of HRPC and still remains quite
widespread in many parts of the world.
In the afternoon we explored the Practitioner Guides – which are practical manuals for lawyers and
other professionals focusing on HRPC. It gives practical tools on how to frame the issues in the lenses
of HRPC and seek remedy for the violations.
In the evening we had Chamber Music Concert. The musicians were really talented young men. They
took us to the short but wonderful journey of classical music.
Tamar Dekanosidze (Georgia) and Mariam Torosyan (Armenia)

SEMINAR DIARY FROM FELLOW
Mariela Deliverska
Faculty of Public Health, Medical University of Sofia
Sofia, Bulgaria
November 25 – December 1, 2018

November 25, Sunday evening. Arriving in Salzburg for participating at the Human Rights in Patient
Care Seminar was filled with positive emotions and high expectations for an upcoming week full of
productive and inspiring meetings with old friends and new fellows.
Attending the Salzburg-OMI seminars for the second time gives me the opportunity to discuss with
colleagues from around the world (some of whom I met last year) important topics related to human
rights in patient care and public health issues in general.
Upon my arrival in Salzburg, the city welcomed me with some clouds and not very high temperatures,
but very pleasantly in the afternoon hours I was able to enjoy beautiful sunshine.
I was warmly welcomed by the friendly team at Schloss Arenberg and right after I walked in from the
main entrance, I met two very dear people - Judy Overall and Robert Otok. I was very happy and excited
whilst awaiting the welcome reception, dinner and meeting new fellows, colleagues and friends in the
beautiful atmosphere of Schloss Arenberg.
November 26, Monday. On the first day of the Seminar we were introduced to the schedule of the
upcoming days as Judy Overall and Tamar Ezer presented an overview of the Human Rights in Patients
Care topics and guided us to the key aspects of participating at a short pre-seminar test focusing on all
important issues which were about to be discussed during the week. After the end of the first part of
the lectures from the morning session we were invited to take a group picture. This year the picture
was not taken in front of the main entrance of Schloss Arenberg, instead it was taken in one of the
beautiful halls, since the weather was getting colder and it even had started to snow. Following the
photo session, we all enjoyed hot drinks, tea and coffee garnered with delicious sweets.
The presentations from the second part of the morning session were dedicated to the application of
Human Rights in Patient Care as focusing on strategic litigation and the use of the practice of ECtHR on
various cases on national level.
At the end of the day an interesting presentation on theoretical and practical aspects of special
procedures of the Human Rights Council was held, followed by a discussion on the activities of the
Special Rapporteur on right to health as Mr. Dainius Pūras explained how his patients became a
powerful tool to strengthen his practice and ensure the dignity and wellbeing of those he serves.
November 27, Tuesday. I woke up in the morning, excited to hear the presentations on today’s topics,
as from the initial program I was left with the impression that many interesting hours are to be spend
along the day.

An inspiring lecture was delivered by Maya Peled Raz from the University of Haifa as she guided us
through tips of balancing Public Health and Human Rights. Examples provided from Israeli basic law as
to human dignity and liberty were very interesting and highly informative for me.
Our colleague Tamar Dekanosidze from Georgian Young Lawyers’ Association focused our attention to
the human rights mechanisms applied to patient care as sharing with us her experience regarding
strategic litigation in the European Court of Human Rights.
Tamar Ezer gave us an introduction on international human rights approach focusing on main
international regulatory acts and the issue of progressive realization of patient rights.
Judy Overall guided us through the topic of dual loyalty, addressing to the importance of differentiation
between human rights in general and the human rights in patient care. Additionally, the main role of
the stakeholders within the health care system was emphasized.
The topic on dual loyalty in respect to health care settings was central for understanding basic
theoretical and practical concepts. The content of the lecture and the delivery was of very high quality
and for me personally it was very interesting and important as it is directly related to my teaching
experience at the Facility of Public Health at the Medical University in Sofia.
After sharing ideas and views on various legal approaches in regard to solving challenging issues on the
topic of dual loyalty, we got familiar with useful practices conducted in Armenia in the field of palliative
care, as our colleague and fellow from Armenia, whom I had the chance to meet last year here in
Salzburg, gave a lecture on the relationship between the HRPC and palliative care.
Later we enjoyed dinner in a nice company of colleagues, friends and fellows, after an intensive day of
theoretical activities, practical challenges and discussions on important international and global issues,
made me feel enriched and very satisfied.
November 28, Wednesday. I was expecting the day with quite an excitement as this was the day, when
we were going to get familiar with activities related to production of advocacy videos. This was a topic
I was not previously familiar with, but quite an interesting one, as of the fact that video and broadcast
could have an extremely powerful influence on large number of audiences.
We were very lucky to have John Kennedy with us, a person with very rich professional experience in
creating and managing advocacy campaigns. We were navigated through the tips and trends in video
production and media tools. We were directly involved in organizing, producing and distributing our
own advocacy campaign as we were divided into groups and were given a day to maintain and to
attract people for a cause, that was important for us. The aim was to produce and manage an advocacy
video in a competitive way.
In the afternoon, as we had our free time in Salzburg, I got the chance to visit the Hohensalzburg
Fortress. The magnificent view and the rich evidence from medieval history of the city made me travel
back in time.
November 29, Thursday. The morning session was dedicated to the advocacy videos prepared by all
participants. We all had the chance to present our work, explain the reasons for choosing certain topics
for our campaign as well as to also present to our colleagues all the tips used by us during the process
of making the videos. It was a very inspiring experience for all of us, and I will definitely use some of
the practical guidelines given by John and hopefully in the future I will be able to be part of a real
advocacy campaign. The second half of the day was dedicated to practical aspects of preparing a
practitioner guide for human rights in patient care, as we had the opportunity to discuss important
issues with other colleagues and fellows who have already participated in writing such guides in their
own countries.
The evening continued with a beautiful chamber music concert, organized for all participants in the
seminar hall. Shortly after diner, we had the opportunity to enjoy excellent music and performance in
a really unique atmosphere.
November 30, Friday. On the last day of my stay of attending such an interesting and useful seminar, I
am really grateful for the opportunity to be able to be in Salzburg again and share thoughts, ideas and

experience with distinguished professionals, excellent colleagues and incredible friends. I would like to
express my special thanks to the organizers of this forum, for making all this possible.
Mariela Deliverska (Bulgaria)

