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1. Save the Date June 1st, 2020τAAF Cultural Exchange Award Luncheon 

On June 1st, 2020, the American Austrian Foundation will host its fourth annual Cultural Exchange Award 
[ǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴ /ƭǳō ƛƴ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ /ƛǘȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƘƻƴƻǊŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ Franz Welser-Möst and 
The Cleveland Orchestra, who will be introduced by the honorable Ronald S. Lauder. The proceeds 
ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ !!CΩǎ ŎǳǊŀǘƻǊƛŀƭ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ 
directors from leading US and Austrian museums with the opportunity to select a young curator from 
their respective institutions to spend up to a month in Austria and the United States, respectively. 

For more information on our 2020 honorees, please visit www.welsermoest.com and 
www.clevelandorchestra.com. 
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2. 2020 AAF/Seebacher Prize for Fine Arts and AAF Young Conductors 
FellowshipsτDeadline to Apply is April 10th, 2020 

The AAF/Seebacher Prize for Fine Arts provides fine arts graduate students at American universities, or 
those who have completed their graduate studies within the past two years, with fellowships to study a 
course of their choice at the International Summer Academy of Fine Arts Salzburg in Austria. The 
fellowship covers Summer Academy tuition, travel and accommodation at Schloss Arenberg.  

 

2019 AAF/Seebacher Prize for Fine Arts recipient, Cara Chan, chose to participate in a course titled 
Ψ[ƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǘƻƴŜΩΦ IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΥ 

http://www.welsermoest.com/
www.clevelandorchestra.com


 

άLΩǾŜ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ƴŜǿ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜs in terms of working processes. The generosity of the quarry owner in 
gifting us our chosen rocks gave us freedom where experimentation was limitless. Previously, carving at 
home in LA, I was confined by the original shape and size of my stone due to the expense. In being free 
with the stone, I was able to approach my work differently for the better and overcome the stones 
trueness to form in order to achieve the intent of my sculpture. 
 

I [also] learned and enhanced carving techniques shown by Karin and Mikkel. They were wonderful 
teachers who ǿŜǊŜ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǊŀŦǘΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
residency to further explore making sculptures in stone. The sculptures that I made at this residency will 
be shown in early October in a group show curated by the editor in chief of CARLA (Contemporary Art 
Review Los Angeles).έ 
 
For more information and to apply for the 2020 AAF/Seebacher Prize for Fine Arts, please click here. 

The AAF Young Conductors Fellowship provides promising young conductors (age 30 or younger) from 
the United States the opportunity to spend up to four weeks at the Salzburg Festival observing the 
ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǊŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ 
includes a $1,500 travel reimbursement, accommodation at Schloss Arenberg and a stipend for meals.  

 

Please see below a testimonial from one of our 2019 Young Conductors Fellowship recipients, Pak Lok 
Alvin Ho, regarding his experience in Salzburg last summer: 

άώ¢ƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜϐ has definitely broadened my knowledge of Austrian culture, and I was most 
impressed with the curiosity and respect for the arts.  This is something I take away as an inspiration, as 
it does not occur naturally, but when it does, one feels in the room a special atmosphere, an 
atmosphere that allows a deep conversation in art, music and life.  It will be close to my heart for my 
whole professional life, and I cannot wait to visit Salzburg Festival again for the artistic richness which is 
so unique in the world.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank the American Austrian Foundation 
for supporting such wonderful fellowship, your dedication to the continued growth of art and music is 
remarkable, humbling and inspiring.  This is certainly a highlight of my artistic life so far, and I believe 
what I have taken is so immense that will guide my path in many following years.έ 

For more information and to apply for the 2020 AAF Young Conductors Fellowship, please click here.  

 

 

https://www.aaf-online.org/index.php/how-to-apply.92.html
https://www.aaf-online.org/index.php/how-to-apply.91.html


3. AAF Medical Programsτ2019 Overview 

The Open Medical Institute (OMI) is a global educational initiative, founded in 1993 by The American 
Austrian Foundation and physicians from Weill Cornell Medical College. The aim is to expose mid-career 
level, English-speaking doctors from countries in transition to Western medical knowledge and 
technology through participation in multiple short-term continuing medical educational programs, 
thereby building local capacity. 

In 2019, the OMI hosted a total of 1,285 fellows at 41 Salzburg Medical Seminars at Schloss Arenberg. In 
total, 709 Salzburg Seminars have taken place since 1993 with 23,197 participating fellows from 127 
countries. 

For an overview of the 2019 OMI Salzburg Medical Seminars, please click here.  

For detailed reports on all OMI Salzburg Medial Seminars from 2017-2020, please click here. 

Furthermore, 112 physicians profited from an OMI Observership at Austrian hospitals in Vienna, Graz or 
Salzburg last year. Observers participating in the program have the chance to learn new operating 
techniques, treatment protocols and modern hospital management. Since the beginning of the 
Observership Program in 1998, 2,564 fellows have participated in an Observership in Austria. 

In addition to the Open Medical Institute, the AAF conducts bilateral exchange programs for U.S. and 
Austrian medical students (Max Kade) and residents (Andlinger).  All programs share medical knowledge 
and experience, foster medical alliances across borders, and enable physicians to improve their skills 
and deliver the best possible care to their patients. 

27 US Medical students were chosen to take part in the Max Kade Exchange Program, gaining new 
insights and broadening their international experiences during medical clerkships in Austrian hospitals in 
2019. As an exchange, 17 chosen Austrian medical students were granted a fellowship last year to 
pursue a clinical clerkship at one of the haLΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦{. 

The Andlinger Residency Exchange allows medical residents and young associates to spend 2-4 weeks 
participating in an international fellowship. In 2019, there were four Andlinger fellows from the United 
States and Austria. 

Please find facts and figures from 2019 here. 

    

     Faculty and Fellows at the 2019 Otolaryngology Seminar    Faculty at the 2019 Infectious Diseases Seminar 

http://www.aaf-online.org/tl_files/externals/downloads/seminars/docs/OMI_Seminars_2019_upd03102019_v2.pdf
http://www.aaf-online.org/index.php/seminar-reports.html
../Dropbox%20(AAF)/Admin%20Team%20Folder/A-F/BOARD/Board%20Meetings/2020/Feb%2020/Handouts/Facts%20&%20Figures_Medical%20Programs.pdf


4. 2019 Music for Medicine Benefit 

The 23rd annual Music for Medicine Benefit took place on Thursday, December 12, 2019 at 07:00 pm. A 
brass ensemble consisting of members of the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra performed at Zankel Hall 
at Carnegie Hall in New York, followed by dinner and a live auction conducted by Peter Costanzo of 
Doyle New York. Overall, the evening raised a record breaking $670,000 which will be used to support 
the Salzburg Weill Cornell Seminars of the Open Medical Institute. A huge thank you to all of our 
supporters! 

Please stay tuned for the announcement of our 2020 Music for Medicine date. 
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The full gallery of photos can be accessed here. 

5. Vienna City of Science SymposiumτTransplantation Medicine  

The Vienna City of Science Symposium will take place at 2:00pm on Wednesday, March 18th, 2020 at the  
²Ŝƛƭƭ !ǳŘƛǘƻǊƛǳƳΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƻǇƛŎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ aŜŘƛŎƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ƭƛǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƪƛŘƴŜȅ 
transplantation. This event is sponsored by the American Austrian Foundation, the Vienna Science and 
Technology Fund and Royalty Pharma and will be hosted by Dr. Augustine M. K. Choi, Stephen and 
Suzanne Weiss Dean, Weill Cornell Medicine and Dr. Wolfgang Aulitzky, Associate Dean for 
International Medicine and Distance Learning, Weill Cornell Medicine.  

Speakers will include: Dr. Rainer Oberbauer, Chief, Division of Nephrology and Dialysis, Medical 
University of Vienna; Dr. Rebecca Craig-Schapiro, Assistant Professor of Surgery, Weill Cornell Medicine; 
Dr. Robert S. Brown, Director of Medical Liver Transplant, Weill Cornell Medicine; and Dr. Gabriela 
Berlakovich, Chief, Division of Transplantation Medicine, Medical University of Vienna.  

 

 

https://richardkoek.photoshelter.com/gallery-collection/2019-12-12-The-American-Austrian-Foundation/C000099Ypw9j7PHw

